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In this edition

Welcome to the autumn edition of the A303 
Sparkford to Ilchester project newsletter.

Project update 
The A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Dualling scheme 
entered the decision period of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) planning process on 12 
September. This means the examination phase is 
now over. The Planning Inspectorate has written 
its report for the Secretary of State for Transport, 
which includes a recommendation on whether to 
grant or refuse the DCO. This report is only made 
available to the Secretary of State who now has 
until 12 December 2019 to decide whether to 
grant or refuse the application.
 
The decision letter will be published alongside 
the Recommendation Report on the National 
Infrastructure Planning website once the 
announcement is made.

If you would like any more information on the DCO 
process the project is going through, you can find 
it on the National Infrastructure Planning website, 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk.
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Contractor appointed 
We recently appointed Galliford Try as the 
contractor to design and build the scheme.  
They are currently working on the detailed design 
so that they are in a good position to start, subject 
to the DCO gaining consent, in Spring 2020. 
We will provide you with more details of how the 
construction process will be managed closer to 
the time, but in the meantime please be reassured 
that we are carefully considering how to manage 
the works to minimise any disruption caused  
by them. 

Ecology surveys
In our previous newsletter we highlighted that 
our teams would be out during the summer 
completing some important ecological surveys. 
This work has now been done. Our environmental 
experts were specifically looking for protected 
species such as great crested newts, bats and 
barn owl. Our bat surveys involved climbing trees 
and inspecting them for bat roosts, and this is 
illustrated by the picture below. 

The results of the environmental surveys will 
further inform the detailed design of the scheme 
and ensure that any additional measures needed 
to protect species and habitats are taken. 

Resurfacing works at Sparkford
You may have seen our maintenance teams out on 
the A303 recently. They were doing some targeted 
patching work in Sparkford, focusing on the worst 
parts of the road surface to ensure that the road is 
up to a safe and drivable standard. This work  
is not part of the main A303 Sparkford to Ilchester 
dualling scheme but forms part of our regular  
road maintenance works to ensure the safety  
of road users.  

Designated fund schemes
As well as building new roads and maintaining 
the strategic network, Highways England was 
given funding in the Road Investment Strategy to 
improve the surroundings of the Strategic Road 
Network in a way that supports and protects 
people and the things we value for quality of life, 
both now and in the future. There are five special 
designated funds covering: Air quality, Cycling, 
Safety & Integration, Innovation, Environment, 
Growth & Housing.  



Designated funding is separate to scheme-
specific funding, but project teams can apply for it 
if there are local schemes that meet the necessary 
criteria.
 
The A303 project team has successfully secured 
funding for four feasibility studies looking at 
projects that could benefit the local area.  
As a result, we’re currently:
 

 � Developing a conservation management  
plan for Hazlegrove House Registered 
Park and Garden. 

 � Understanding the need for improvements  
to Higher Farm Lane overbridge for  
equestrian use. 

 � Assessing different flood alleviation 
options in the villages of West Camel and 
Queen Camel. 

 � Assessing traffic calming options for the 
villages of West Camel and Sparkford.

 
To support some of this work and help inform our 
assessment of traffic calming options, we’ll be 
doing some surveys, including a topographical 
survey of the villages of West Camel and 
Sparkford, this autumn.  

For more information about our Designated Funds 
see www.highwaysengland.co.uk/designated-funds/

Electric charging points being installed 
near the A303

It will soon become that little bit easier to travel 
through Somerset with an electric vehicle.

Highways England’s Safety, Engineering and 
Standards (SES) team has been working with local 
authorities up and down the country, including 
South Somerset District Council, to install electric 
vehicle charging points in key areas on the major 
road network.   

By the end of this road investment period (which 
runs from 2015 to 2020) our teams expect to 
have installed sufficient rapid charging points 
nationwide with the aim of ensuring that 95% of 
the strategic road network has a charging point 
within 20 miles. Wherever possible, these will be 
rapid charging points that can charge a battery-
powered electric vehicle in less than 30 minutes.

To date 11 charging points have been installed 
through our programme of work with local 
authorities, and South Somerset District Council 
confirmed, at its scrutiny committee in Yeovil on 
1 October, that three rapid electric car chargers 
will soon be put in place at strategic points in 
Wincanton, Ilchester and Ilminster.  The precise 
location of the charging points is still being 
finalised, but it’s expected that the work to install 
them will be completed by the end of the year.  



Winter Campaign launched
Highways England launched its 2019 winter 
campaign on 1 October.  In rolling this out, we’re 
taking steps to remind all road users of the actions 
that can be taken to prepare for the worst that the 
weather can throw at us all.  We’re also reminding 
motorists how to manage conditions such as  
snow and ice, heavy rain, high winds, fog and 
freezing rain.  

During severe winter weather drivers are urged 
to follow this advice:  

In snow and ice: Stick to the main roads where 
you can and only travel if necessary. Make sure 
you have a winter kit in your vehicle, including an 
ice scraper and de-icer, warm clothes, food, water, 
boots, a fully charged mobile phone, a torch and a 
shovel for snow.
In high winds: Slow down and avoid using exposed 
sections of road if possible. Lorries, caravans and 
motorbikes are at particular risk.  
In heavy rain: Keep well back from the vehicle 
in front, gradually ease off the accelerator if the 
steering becomes unresponsive, and slow down  
if the rain and spray from vehicles makes it  
difficult to see and be seen. 
In fog: Switch on your fog lights and not use lights 
on full beam as the fog will reflect the light back. If 
you really can’t see, consider stopping until it is safe 
to continue. 
In freezing rain: Keep your distance and reduce 
your speed – black ice is difficult to see, so even 
when conditions seem normal, it can be slippery 
leading to very dangerous driving conditions.

In turn Highways England is doing its bit to prepare 
for the season and has

	 535 gritters 
	 127 depots based at strategic points across 
 the network 
	 25 snow blowers which can remove 
 between 1,200 and 2,500 tonnes of snow 
 per hour 
	 More than 280,000 tonnes of salt, which 
 can cover 610,000 lane-miles of motorway 

For advice about driving on motorways visit  
https://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/motorways/



Corridor update
The A303 Sparkford to Ilchester dualling scheme is just one of our three planned projects designed to 
improve the A303 / A358 corridor. Creating a high-quality dual carriageway link between the south east 
and south west.

Here is a summary of what’s happening with each of the other two schemes at present:

A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling scheme 
The A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling 
scheme selected the route they wish to progress 
the scheme with in June 2019; this is the Pink 
Modified option. In September 2019 we held a 
community liaison forum to discuss the preferred 
route with members of the forum. The scheme will 
now progress to a statutory public consultation 
ahead of making a DCO application. 
More details about the A358 can be found at  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A358-Taunton-to-
Southfields

A303 Stonehenge – Amesbury to Berwick 
Down scheme
The Examination stage of the DCO for the A303 
Stonehenge scheme closed on 2 October 2019. 

The scheme is now in the Recommendation stage 
of the DCO process. A decision is due to be 
made by the Secretary of State in spring 2020. 
In the meantime, geotechnical surveys to inform 
the procurement process have been taking place 
around the World Heritage Site since June.  
The surveys are being carried out to ensure there 
is no delay to the programme. 

Providing consent is given, construction is due 
to begin in 2021. To find out more about lane 
closures as part of this work see  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A303Stonehenge
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information, please call 
0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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A303sparkfordtoilchesterdualling@highwaysengland.co.uk

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester 
0300 123 5000

For further information on the scheme:

Scheme timeline 
The timeline below shows the key milestones for the project and the next steps for the scheme now the 
DCO examination has closed.

Date Event

2014 Scheme included in the Roads Investment Strategy

2015 - 2016 Route identification

15 February - 29 March 2017 Non-statutory consultation on route options

October 2017 Announcement of preferred route

26 January - 9 March 2018 Statutory consultation on preferred route

27 July 2018 Submitted DCO (planning application)

12 December 2019 DCO examination commenced

12 June 2019 DCO examination closed

September 2019 Planning Inspectorate submit Examination report to Secretary of State 
for Transport

December 2019 Secretary of State for Transport DCO decision

Spring 2020 Start of Works, subject to the DCO gaining consent

2022/23 Open to traffic

http://A303sparkfordtoilchesterdualling@highwaysengland.co.uk
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester/
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester/
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester-statutory-consultation/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester-dualling/

