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At Highways England we believe in a  
connected country and our network makes 
these connections happen. 

We strive to improve our major roads and 
motorways – engineering the future to keep 
people moving today and moving better 
tomorrow. We want to make sure all our major 
roads are dependable, durable and, most 
importantly, safe. 

That’s why we’re delivering £15 billion of 
investment on our network – the largest in a 
generation. The A500 Etruria widening scheme 
is an important part of this investment and will 
improve journeys in and around Stoke-on-Trent, 
which is great news for the local and  
regional economy.

The A500 connects the M6, Nantwich, Crewe 
and other Cheshire towns with the city of Stoke-
on-Trent. It carries thousands of vehicles a day 
through the city for business and leisure. Over 
time, the number of vehicles using the A500 has 
increased, leading to an increase in collisions, 
congestion and delays.

We will be widening the A500 from two to three 
lanes in both directions between Porthill (A5271) 
and Wolstanton (A527) to increase capacity. 

Thank you for your patience while we carry out 
this important work.

Background

1. Support the smooth flow of traffic 
We will lower the speed limit from 70mph  
to 50mph, making this stretch consistent with 
the majority of the A500 in this area. This 
speed limit combined with the extra lane  
will allow traffic to flow better, reducing 
delays and queuing and making journey 
times more reliable.

2. Improve safety 
The additional capacity will reduce the 
likelihood of collisions, particularly on 
the section adjacent to the Etruria Valley 
Enterprise Area. 

3. Support the growing economy 
This improvement will support new 
development opportunities, attract 
employment investment and create jobs – 
key for the long-term health of the  
Stoke-on-Trent economy.

4. Improved cycle and pedestrian access  
We want to make sure that our roads create 
opportunities for cyclists, pedestrians and 
equestrians not barriers to journeys. As part 
of this scheme, we will create better and 
improved cycling and pedestrian facilities 
that are safe and separate from traffic.

Benefits 
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The scheme
In addition to widening the A500 and reducing the 
speed limit, we will construct a new pedestrian and 
cycle path along the northbound carriageway as 
well as installing new safety barriers. We will also: 

 � install new signage

 � improve the drainage

 � replace the lighting 

 � resurface this section of the A500 

This scheme will also help facilitate the Stoke 
Growth Deal (Etruria Valley Development) proposed 
improvements at the A500 Wolstanton junction.

The existing steel central reserve safety fence will 
be replaced with a concrete barrier to reduce the 
need for future maintenance. 
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Environment
We have carried out environmental surveys at this location and will  
put the following measures in place to reduce environmental impact: 

 � We will keep vegetation clearance to a 
minimum during construction, to help reduce 
the residents’ view of the work. 

 � We will ensure any noisy work takes  
place before midnight. We will try to  
reduce the amount of noise produced  
during construction. 

 � We will be completing landscaping and 
seeding work as part of the scheme. 

 � We will ensure that the new street lights match 
the current lighting so that local residents and 
nocturnal animals will not be affected by an 
increase in brightness at night. 

Minimising the impact of construction
We have carefully planned the construction 
programme to minimise disruption to residents 
and road users travelling through the work. 

We will keep both lanes of the A500 open in 
each direction during peak times and will carry 
out the work using lane closures when we can.

If we do need to fully close the carriageway,  
we will do this overnight when there are fewer 

vehicles on the road. We will also put a clearly-
signed diversion route in place.

We will need to close the public footpath that 
runs alongside the A500. We will provide an 
alternative footpath/cycle way at a safer distance 
from the main carriageway, as well as safe 
pedestrian access to cross the road at Porthill 
junction. We’re working with Stoke on-Trent City 
Council to identify these alternative routes.

Next steps
We have already started preliminary work such 
as vegetation clearance and plan to start the 
main work in March 2019. We anticipate that we 
will complete this scheme in autumn 2020.

Contact details
If you have any questions, or if you  
would like to know about our work,  
please contact us:

Telephone: 0300 123 5000

Email: A500EtruriaWidening@
highwaysengland.co.uk

Alternatively, you can visit our webpage: 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/
A500Etruria



If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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