
Bridge work

At Highways England we want to make sure all our major roads are 

more dependable, durable and, most importantly, safe.

That’s why we’re investing over £17 million to maintain our 

structures on the M62 and M1 this financial year (2021-22). 

There will be closures to carry out this work which can take 

an hour to both install and remove safely.

Waterproofing 
Waterproofing a bridge helps to protects the concrete from slowly being damaged by rainwater and road salt, 

reducing the need for future roadworks in the area. This work is weather permitting and can not be carried out 

in wet conditions.

To waterproof a bridge we:

Remove the road surface and the 
old waterproofing course
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Prepare the surface with a primer 
coat and spray on the new 
waterproofing course. This then 
needs time to cure.
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The new white lines and reflective 
road studs are then laid and the 
closure is removed.
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We then put in the new posts and 
start to put in the rails.

We may also replace some of the 
safety barrier on the lead up to the 
bridge.

Ground investigations are 
originally carried out to check 
for underground cables. The old 
barrier is then removed.

The old joint is cut out and 
removed, and the new joint 
is installed. There are various 
different types of joints depending 
on the type of structure.  

As the barrier is removed we do 
close a section of the road for the 
safety of drivers and reduce the 
speed limit to ensure we manage 
the risk of removing this safety 
feature. A temporary concrete 
barrier is also put in place to protect 
the workers but also drivers.

Barrier (parapets) 
Parapets are the barriers on the edge of the bridge which keep vehicles safe if they are involved in an incident.  

To replace the barrier we:

Bridge joints 
Bridge joints help bridges move under the stresses and strains of traffic and during changes in temperature.
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