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Investing in your roads: 
M271 Redbridge roundabout 
At Highways England we believe in a connected 
country and our network makes these 
connections happen. We strive to improve our 
major roads and motorways - engineering the 
future to keep people moving today and moving 
better tomorrow. We want to make sure all our 
major roads are more dependable, durable and, 
most importantly, safe.  
 
That’s why we’re delivering £15 billion of 
investment on our network – the largest 
investment in a generation. The M271 Redbridge 
roundabout is a critical part of this investment 
and will improve journeys between the motorway 
and to the City and Port of Southampton, which 
is great news for the local and regional economy 
as this will ensure that this key gateway into 
Southampton has an improved traffic capacity 
and can accommodate future economic growth in 
the region.

In this brochure we explain our improvements 
for the M271 Redbridge roundabout including: 
 
 a segregated left turn lane for traffic leaving 

the M271 and going towards the port. This 
includes moving a toucan crossing further 
from the roundabout to increase visibility and 
improve safety

  a new replacement pedestrian footbridge
  a new lane for traffic heading north on the 

M271 from the port
  refurbishment of the northern subway at 

Gover Road
  closure of the southern subway. This will be 

compensated for by a new toucan crossing 
over the roundabout carriageway

  a new southern cycle path
  paths to support all pedestrian and cyclist  

movements across the roundabout 
 



Public information events   
One of the best ways to find out more about our 
improvements is to come to one of our public 
information exhibitions. Here you’ll be able to 
find out more about the scheme and speak to 
members of the project team who will be happy 
to answer any questions you may have. We 
look forward to welcoming you at any of the 
following events which are occurring at: 

 Redbridge Primary School 
Studland Road, Millbrook, SO16 9BB.

 Friday 26 April 4:00pm - 7:00pm
   Saturday 27 April 10:00am - 4:00pm

  deliver a more free-flowing network by 
relieving traffic congestion, improving 

 capacity and reducing journey times  
	provide a safer and more accessible 

environment for pedestrians and cyclists
 enhance the environment through public 

space improvements and landscaping 
 reduce road traffic noise and tackle air 

quality by enabling free flowing traffic and 
resurfacing carriageways

 improve equality, diversity and inclusion 
for all users by improving pedestrian,		
cycle and bus facilities, and enhancing 
overall safety and security at the roundabout

 support economic growth by improving 
access into Southampton 
 

How we used your 
feedback to improve  
our plans  
We held a public consultation on these 
proposals in November and December 
2016, inviting local people and stakeholder 
organisations to consider our plans. The 
responses we received helped us to identify 
the following improvements to our design: 
 
	maintaining and moving toucan crossings on 
      the eastbound A33 slip roads
	replacing the existing footbridge with a 
      wider and improved bridge for shared use by  
      pedestrians and cyclists 
	refurbishing the northern subway and 
      providing a new toucan crossing on the 
      south-east side of the roundabout to link 
      with the relocated westbound A33 slip  
      road crossing

Why is the scheme 
needed? 
Before developing our initial proposals for the 
Redbridge roundabout, we looked in detail at 
the problems that road users currently 
experienced, as well as the opportunities that an 
enhanced junction would create. This helped us 
to develop a set of objectives that our design for 
the roundabout aimed to achieve, which are 
outlined here:

Southampton City Council operates and maintains 
all local roads within Southampton, including the 
Redbridge roundabout. This scheme is situated on a 
vital link within the M271 and Southampton, and is 
therefore being delivered by Highways England and 
Southampton City Council together.

Southampton City Council officers have already 
attended a number of scheme related workshops, 
meetings, site visits and have reviewed relevant 
material. Along with Highways England’s funding of  
the project, Southampton City Council have also  
made a financial contribution to the proposed works  
at Redbridge roundabout and both organisations 
continue to work collaboratively in delivering this 
important scheme. 
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Existing footbridge removal end of June 2019
New footbridge installed end of October 2019 
Use new footpath / crossings (east side 
of roundabout)

Temporary pedestrian walkway 
available until September 2019

New footpath and traffic light / crossings 
available end May 2019

Temporary pedestrian walkway closures to allow 
for footpath reconstruction works - May / June 2019 
Alternative routes to be established

Temporary 
bus stop

Bus stop 
closed

Subway temporarily closed for refurbishment July 2019 
Use temporary traffic light crossing provided

Walking routes maintained 
within roundabout area (varying 
temporary routes)

Subway closed permanently end of June
2019. Use new footpath / crossings  
(east side of roundabout)

Key
Footpath
Bus stop
Pedestrian walkway
Walking routes
Closed subway
New footbridge
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Closed subway

Widening of
roundabout

New toucan 
crossing

Relocated
toucan 
crossing

Relocated
toucan crossing

Improved subway New footbridge

‘Free flow’ left
turning lane from
M271 to the Port of
Southampton

Port of
Southampton

Existing crossing closed and 
relocated further east to improve 
stopping sight distance from 
roundabout approach

M271

A33

A35

M27



Benefits and effects of the 
proposed design   
In assessing the benefits and effects of the 
proposed design, we look at a variety of features 
including those summarised below. 
 
This information is based on our findings from 
detailed surveys and assessments that we have 
carried out. Environmental impacts are assessed 
based on national guidance. 

For more detailed information, please visit 
our webpage: https://highwaysengland.
co.uk/projects/m271-and-a35-redbridge-
roundabout-upgrade/  

Our plans for the roundabout are designed to 
make a long lasting positive impact for all the 
community and users of the area, including 
drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and those who live 
or work nearby. We are committed to delivering 
the following key benefits:

Reducing congestion 

and queuing on the 

M271 southbound 

approach to the M271 

/ A35 Redbridge 

roundabout junction, 

resulting in:

improved journey times

reduce delays for outbound city traffic on Redbridge  

Road (A33) 

improve port and city access through this key gateway

unlock development capacity in Southampton and 

surrounding areas for the creation of jobs, businesses  

and housing 

improve resilience for future growth and demand

Ensuring that 

customers and 

communities are fully 

considered, which  

will include:

responding to the customer’s needs for an improved 

customer experience which the scheme will deliver

improve pedestrian and cycle access by widening shared 

footways and cycleways, providing more direct routes and 

better crossing facilities

improving facilities at the junction for all users to benefit 

from, thereby improving equality, diversity and inclusion for 

all users

improving safety and security of pedestrians at the junction 

through improved subway facilities

minimising the potential of road traffic accidents between 

pedestrians and road-users by the removal of existing 

crossing facilities and providing improved underpass and 

footbridge provision at the junction

improve accessibility by providing road level crossings, 

modern toucan crossings and a wider shallower gradient 

pedestrian bridge

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/m271-and-a35-redbridge-roundabout-upgrade/
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/m271-and-a35-redbridge-roundabout-upgrade/
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During construction - how 
will this affect me? 
  desire lines from residents to schools will be 

maintained and in place during construction
  access to places of work and functionality of 

businesses will remain unaffected

Improving the safety 

at the M271 Redbridge 

roundabout and 

consequently the wider 

local road network, by:

improving safety through reduced conflict between 

pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles

reducing accident frequency and recurrence through reduced 

delays, and a lesser degree of queuing and potential driver 

frustration on the approaches to the junction

improving vehicle direction and discipline within the junction 

through improved lane boundaries and signage

improving maintenance access for workers with designated pull 

off areas

improving pedestrian and cyclist environments to enhance their 

safety and wellbeing

Minimising the 

adverse environmental 

impact of new 

construction and 

improvements where 

possible through:

controlling road traffic noise levels within the designated Noise 

Important Area in the vicinity of the junction, by improving the 

road surface, reducing queuing and delays

improving drainage to minimise the potential for surface  

water flooding

enhancing the visual appearance of the roundabout through 

landscaping and public realm improvements

improving the environment and visual appearance of the 

junction through the provision of additional tree and  

shrub planting

ensuring no net biodiversity loss by providing landscaping 

which increases the number of native plant species working in 

harmony with the environment to conserve natural resources 

and encourage bio-diversity

  Redbridge train station access will  
remain unaffected

  Redbridge Towers access will be unaffected
  adjacent side roads may be affected but 

appropriate diversions will be in place
  carriageway resurfacing will be undertaken at 

night under road closures and with diversions 
in place



Pedestrian movement 
map-poster 
Access for walkers and cyclists: 
  walking and cycling routes across  
     the junction will be maintained  
     throughout construction
 the existing footbridge will only be removed 

once the alternative surface level walking 
route is in place

  temporary pedestrian signals may be used 
when the west subway walls are being 
refurbished. To avoid any 

Get in touch
Scheme webpage: find out more information or 
subscribe to our scheme updates at:  
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/
m271-and-a35-redbridge-roundabout-
upgrade/ 

Twitter: @HighwaysSEAST #M271

Check before you travel by visiting Traffic 
England at: http://www.trafficengland.com/ 

Email us at: M271redbridgeroundabout@
highwaysengland.co.uk 

Phone number: 0300 123 5000

Post: write to us at, Highways England,  
Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close,  
Guildford, Surrey, GU1 4LZ.

 inconvenience during this period, we 
have ensured that this will only take place 
between 11.00pm and 5.00am 

Access for vehicles:
  some traffic restrictions, including speed 

restrictions and lane closures will be 
unavoidable at certain points during the 
construction of the scheme

  road closures may be required, but these 
will be restricted to night time and will 
include signed diversions 

In advance of works, we will communicate 
with local businesses, residents and interested 
parties to advise them of the pre-planned 
closures and temporary diversions. We advise 
signing up to Highways England travel alerts 
during this time.

Next steps

Construction phase May 2019

Scheme completion Spring 2020

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/m271-and-a35-redbridge-roundabout-upgrade/
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2019.

You may re-use this information (not including logos) 
free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms 
of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/

write to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and 
database rights 2019 OS 100030649. You are permitted to 
use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact 
with, the organisation that provided you with the data. You 
are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell 
any of this data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk

For an accessible version of this publication please call 
0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email 
info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways 
England publications code PR01/19.

Highways England creative job number BHM19_0106

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate 
call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any 
inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

These rules apply to calls from any type of line including 
mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be 
recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other 
controlled sources when issued directly by Highways 
England.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, 
Guildford GU1 4LZ

Highways England Company Limited registered in 
England and Wales number 09346363

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.


