
Welcome to the 12th edition of our M49 Avonmouth  
Junction scheme newsletter.

Progress update
We’re nearing the end of the project and have 
recently reached two significant milestones 
essential to completion of the scheme.

Our engineers worked tirelessly with  
sub-contractors to drill and install large drainage 
culverts (concrete drainpipes) underneath the  
M49 while it was still open to traffic.
 
This involved precision drilling and extensive 
surveying while we continually monitored ground 
movement so work could be carried out safely 
under the live carriageway.
 
We used a method of installing the drainage  
which involved thrusting approximately 60 metres 
of 1200mm diameter culverts under the existing  
road and embankments.

“I feel that this has been a major 
achievement completed by our 
sub-contractor and engineering 
team; it has run smoothly, and 
virtually un-noticed, in very difficult 
circumstances with significant risks 
involved”, said Site Agent,  
Craig Ellis.
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Diversion route for road closures 

Progress update continued
We’ve also finished the new bridge, have  
been installing curbing, and laying the new  
road surfaces.

Next steps
We’re still on track for our main works to be 
completed by Christmas and are planning to 
cease use of the access, as agreed, from the 
west side at the end of December. Roadside 
technology work will continue in the New Year  
with access from the motorway. The location of  
the remaining compound is still to be finalised. 

Road closures
We still have several road closures planned in 
the next few months, but the dates are yet to be 
confirmed. We will notify closures via signage on 
the motorway, emails, text message updates and 
on the Highways England website. You can also 
follow us on Twitter; @HighwaysSWest.



Traffic management 
There are still narrow lanes on both sides of the 
motorway, and we’re operating a 60mph speed 
limit on both sides of the carriageway. Free 
recovery is in place for breakdowns within our 
work zone. If affected, please call 07711 001158 
for assistance. Temporary speed cameras are in 
place to make sure drivers are adhering to the 
speed restrictions.

Text message service
If you would like receive text messages regarding 
future closures of the M49, we’re now running a 
text message service. To sign up, please text  
M49 to 60777. This will cost you the same rate  
as a standard text message and you can opt  
out at any point.

Contact us 
For general enquires about the scheme or to 
receive electronic versions of this and future 
newsletters, contact the Highways England  
project team:  
Email us: 
M49avonmouthjunction@highwaysengland.co.uk
Phone us: 0300 123 5000

You can also visit our website for more information 
and to register for email alerts whenever changes 
are made: www.highways.gov.uk/M49Avonmouth

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England 
information, please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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