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Progress update
We’ve been carrying out ground improvement 
works on the western side of the M49 which 
ensures the ground is strong enough to support 
the embankment. 

We’ve been putting in drainage pipes on the 
eastern side of the motorway. 

We’ve finished the bridge foundations on the 
eastern side of the M49 and have now started on 
the western side of the motorway. We’ll continue to 
use a cork screw method of piling to drill into the 
ground with concrete being poured to create  
the foundations. 

Welcome to the sixth edition of our M49 Avonmouth Junction  
scheme newsletter. This issue includes a progress update,  
traffic management update and a glimpse of what we’ve  
been doing in the community.
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Next steps
 � We’ll be starting ground stabilisation in the 

south-west area of the site.
 � We’ll continue piling on the western side of 

the motorway.
 � We’ll be installing drainage on the western 

side of the motorway. 

Traffic management update
There are still narrow lanes on both sides of the 
motorway and restricted speed limits in operation. 
Free recovery is in place for breakdowns within our 
work zone. If affected, please call 07711 001158 
for assistance. Temporary speed cameras are in 
place to make sure drivers are adhering to the 
speed restrictions.

Work in the community 
It’s important to us to give something back to the 
communities we’re working in. This month we’ve 
spent time in Severn Beach Primary School, 
delivering the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) 
Bridge to Schools challenge. 

Bridge to Schools is a hands-on activity which 
gives pupils the chance to build a 13m long cable 
stayed bridge. Having assembled the bridge, 
they then walk across it, learning about bridges, 
teamwork and civil engineering as they go.

We worked with year 5 and 6 pupils and had a 
thoroughly enjoyable day. Even the teachers were 
happy to get involved and were brave enough to 
walk the finished bridge. 

Year 5 and 6 pupils



Other work in your area
 � M5 junction 17-18 Driver Information signs 

– narrow lanes and 50mph speed limit in 
place while we upgrade the technology, to 
improve driver information.

 
 � M5 junction 18 Avonmouth Interchange 

Bridge deck refurbishment – this scheme 
started this month and will finish in March. 
There is a lane closure and narrow lane  
in place on the interchange section at  
M5 junction 18A, with some full  
closures overnight.

Contact us 
For general enquires about the scheme or to 
receive electronic versions of this and future 
newsletters, contact the Highways England  
project team: 

Email us: 
M49avonmouthjunction@highwaysengland.co.uk

Phone us:  
0300 123 5000

You can also visit our website for more information 
and to register for email alerts whenever changes 
are made: www.highways.gov.uk/M49Avonmouth

Alternatively, please contact Elisabeth Exton, 
Stakeholder and Communications Manager, who 
is based on site, and can provide up-to-date 
information and meetings with interested parties  
if required. 

E: | Elisabeth.exton@gallifordtry.co.uk
T: | 07843 358277

© Crown copyright 2019.
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London  
TW9 4DU, or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2018 OS 
100030649. You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, 
or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data.  
You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third 
parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at www.gov.uk/highways
For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and  
we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.
co.uk or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications 
code PR201/18. Highways England creative job number BRS19_0012

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number 
and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls. 
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line 
or payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources when 
issued directly by Highways England.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales  
number 09346363


