
Welcome to the eighth edition of our M49 Avonmouth  
Junction scheme newsletter. This issue includes a progress  
update, traffic management update and a glimpse of what  
we’ve been doing in the community.

Progress update
We’ve begun installing a reinforced mesh system 
which is being filled with recycled material (a 
mixture of stone, earth and mineral fragments) to 
create the embankment. 

This is on the east side of the M49 and will form 
the curve of the roundabout:
 

These are on the south east side of the motorway 
and will form one of the slip roads:
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Traffic management 
There are still narrow lanes on both sides of the 
motorway, and we’re operating a 60mph speed 
limit on both the southbound and northbound 
carriageway. Free recovery is in place for 
breakdowns within our work zone. If affected, 
please call 07711 001158 for assistance. 

Temporary speed cameras are in place to make 
sure drivers are adhering to the speed restrictions. 

Text message service
If you would like receive text messages regarding 
future closures of the M49, we’re now running a 
text message service. To sign up, please text  
M49 to 60777. This will cost you the same rate as 
a standard text message and you can opt out at 
any point. 

Work in the community – International 
Women’s Day

Schoolgirls from Bristol bridged the gap between 
classroom and construction site on International 
Women’s Day when they paid a visit to Highways 
England’s M49 junction scheme at Avonmouth.
As part of their GCSE studies, pupils from the 
Bristol Free School were invited to visit the site 
by Highways England and construction partners 
Galliford Try.

The girls were treated to a tour and presentation 
and met and spoke to a number of women 
working on site – from Galliford Try, graduate 
engineer Palvia Rupalia, site agent Tricia Griggs, 
document controller Jo-Ann Middleton and 
communications manager Elisabeth Exton and 
from contractors MJ Church, quantity surveyor 
Chantal Griffiths and trainee Lauren Newberry.

Graduate engineer Palvia said: 
“I wanted to be a civil engineer 
because I wanted to be a part of 
creating something that everybody 
uses, such as roads and bridges.
“The misconception of the 
construction industry is that it’s a 
man’s world, which is definitely not 
the case – and my advice to the 
pupils was ‘don’t be afraid to jump 
in feet first’.”

Susan King, Headteacher of 
Bristol Free School, added:  
“We promote opportunities for girls 
in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) at every 
opportunity, and we are proud of 
our award-winning STEM days and 
our female scientists. Our A-Level 
STEM subjects have 60% female 
students, and we welcome every 
opportunity to support our female 
students in their pursuit of STEM 
careers. We were thrilled to be 
invited out on site.”



If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England 
information, please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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Other work in your area- Severn Bridge
Phase 2 of the toll removal on both Severn Bridges 
is now in full swing and nearing completion, with 
the works scheduled to be completed this  
June 2019. 

During March the site teams have made real 
progress with the permanent alignment of the M4 
carriageway, with over 2500 tonnes of surfacing 
materials laid on the weekend of 16 and 17 March. 
We worked with key stakeholders to ensure the 
weekend ran smoothly and collaborative working 
was encouraged to minimise the impact of full 
closures for all, as well as identifying opportunities 
for efficient working with local councils and our 
own operations colleagues. 

The M48 has also seen several weekend closures 
to make sure we’re on programme. 

Ongoing works include drainage, the rest of the 
old toll canopy demolition and various other tasks 
to make sure the permanent carriageway is ready. 

Contact us 
For general enquires about the scheme or to 
receive electronic versions of this and future 
newsletters, contact the Highways England  
project team: 
Email us: 
M49avonmouthjunction@highwaysengland.co.uk
Phone us: 0300 123 5000

You can also visit our website for more information 
and to register for email alerts whenever changes 
are made: www.highways.gov.uk/M49Avonmouth

Alternatively, please contact Elisabeth Exton, 
Stakeholder and Communications Manager, who 
is based on site, and can provide up-to-date 
information and meetings with interested parties  
if required. 
E: Elisabeth.exton@gallifordtry.co.uk
T: 07843 35827


