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Addition of a two-way link
across the junction to allow
better connection between
the M6 and A556, including
a new bridge spanning the
M6 motorway within the 
roundabout.

Renewal of traffic
signals (  ) on the
roundabout and
its approach
roads.

Widening the
A556 (northbound)
from 2 to 3 lanes.

New signs and
street lighting.

New traffic signals for
the Tabley Hill Lane / 
Pickmere Lane junction.

Improvements to local
access for walkers
and cyclists using the
junction.

Scheme overview
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About the scheme
Highways England’s scheme to improve junction 
19 of the M6 is part of our continued programme 
of investment in the strategic road network and 
will:

 � reduce congestion at the junction

 � improve safety for all road users

 � improve journey times

 � support regional economic growth

 � offer increased connectivity to key roads  
and areas

 � further improve access to southern 
Manchester, complementing recent 
improvements to the A556, M6 junctions  
16 to 19, and upcoming M56 junctions 6 to 8 
smart motorway

Since our previous events in May 2018, we 
have been finalising our scheme design and 
completing the Highways Orders process, which 
has been authorised by the Secretary of State for 
Transport. We’ve also been planning how we will 
construct this scheme, including the methods for 
installing the new structures and the closures we 
will require.

View looking north over junction 19 during the construction of the A556.
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Benefits of the scheme
Safety

This scheme will reduce congestion around 
the roundabout, preventing long queues from 
building up on the M6 exit slip roads onto the main 
carriageway. This will improve safety by reducing 
the risk of collisions through the junction and on 
the M6. 

The improvements will result in a safer local road 
network by providing traffic signals on the A556, 
Pickmere Lane and Tabley Hill Lane junction and 
changing the road layout to help prevent unsafe 
manoeuvres.

Journey times

Our forecasts show that, without these 
improvements, journey times around the junction 
would increase over the coming months and years 
due to an increase in traffic using the roundabout. 
The new bridge being built as part of this scheme 
will directly link the M6 exit slip roads to the A556 
in both directions, reducing congestion and 
providing quicker and more reliable journeys.

Pedestrians and cyclists

The scheme will improve access for pedestrians 
and cyclists by widening the existing footway 
around the junction and provide a shared use 
pathway. We will link these new facilities in with 
the existing pathways, providing better and safer 
connectivity between Chester Road and the local 
roads south of the junction.

Congestion on the roundabout.

Existing pedestrian facilities around the junction.
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Improvements to junction 19
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Key features

 � The construction of a new bridge across the 
centre of the junction, providing two new 
dedicated links, one from the M6 northbound 
to the A556 northbound and the other from the 
M6 southbound to the A556 southbound.

 � New toucan crossings to help pedestrians and 
cyclists cross the junction.

 � Improvements to local access for pedestrians 
and cyclists with widening of the existing 
footway around junction 19 to create a shared 
use facility with links to existing routes to the 
north and south.

 � Renewal of traffic signals and road signs on 
the roundabout and its approach roads.
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Improvements to local roads
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Key features

 � New traffic signals to make turning into 
Pickmere Lane easier and safer.

 � Improved facilities for pedestrians and cyclists, 
including toucan crossings to help users cross 
the A556 at Pickmere Lane and Tabley Hill 
Lane safely.

 � Temporary central reserve island made 
permanent.

 � We will be reducing the speed limit to 40mph 
across the roundabout and on the A556 south 
of the junction. The A556 to the north of the 
junction will remain at 60mph.
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Timeline of key activities  

Construction preparation
We will start by setting up our site compound 
and applying narrow lanes on the M6.

M6 junction 19 roundabout improvements
We will be making improvements to the existing 
roundabout carriageway, including widening it in 
some locations.

Tabley junction and pedestrian and 
cyclist improvements
We will be making alterations to the A556 Tabley 
Hill Lane junction. We will also begin construction 
of the shared pathways.

Piling and bridge construction
We will be building the structures required to 
support the new bridge in the centre of the 
junction.

Beam lift 
We will lift the large bridge beams into place in 
the centre of the junction. 

Bridge deck construction and road surfacing  
We will build the rest of the bridge around 
the beams and construct the road surface on 
these new sections.

Open for traffic
We plan to fully open the new junction by
summer 2021.

March
2020

Summer
2020

Winter
2020

Summer
2021
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Work along the M6 carriageway
We will need to reduce lane widths and apply a 
50mph speed limit on the M6 carriageway through 
junction 19. Narrow lanes will enable us to create 
safe working areas in which to construct the 
supports for the new link road bridge.

We will be carrying out most of the work on the 
M6 carriageway during the daytime, between 6am 
and 10pm, Monday to Friday.

The new bridge beams will be lifted into place 
by two large cranes during full closures of the 
M6. More details about these closures will be 
published closer to the time.

Narrow lanes and a 50mph speed limit 
in operation on a scheme.

Preparing for a beam lift on another scheme.  
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Work on the junction 19 
roundabout and A556
The majority of the work to improve the existing 
roundabout and A556 approaches will be done at 
night, with working hours of 10pm to 6am, Monday 
to Friday. This work includes widening the existing 
road surface, installing new traffic signals and 
installing new technology.

Overnight closures of the junction will be needed 
in order to complete some work safely. We’ll have 

clearly signed diversion routes in place during 
closures of the junction. We will publish the details 
of diversion routes ahead of any closures.

To reduce the amount of disruption, we will only 
close parts of the roundabout (for example only 
closing the northern half of the junction) rather 
than closing the whole junction in full.

We will undertake noisy construction activities 
during the daytime wherever possible, but 
some will need to continue into the night. We’ll 
do everything we can to reduce the impact of 
overnight work on nearby properties. This may 
include the installation of temporary sound barriers 
and positioning temporary lighting to face away 
from residential properties.

Traffic building up on the junction 19 roundabout.

Traffic heading for the A556 and the M6.
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Environmental considerations
We’re building this scheme within the existing 
highway boundary. This means that we do not 
need to permanently take any additional land, 
reducing the level of environmental impact caused 
by our works. We will build a site compound 
close to the junction and remove it once the 
improvements are finished.

Air quality

Our forecasts show that the project will have 
a small negative impact on air quality during 
construction. However, they also show that the 
overall outcome of the scheme is expected 
to improve the air quality for the surrounding 
residents and businesses.

The temporary negative impact is due to 
demolition and excavation works which will 
increase particulates (a mixture of extremely small 
particles and liquid droplets) and dust in the area. 
This will settle after completion and will not have 
a long-term impact. We will follow industry best 
practice methods to minimise this, such as using  
a dust suppression system.

Landscape and visual impact

We’re currently working on a full landscape and 
planting design to soften the visual impact on 
nearby properties, and to ensure the scheme 
meets our organisation’s objective of no net 
biodiversity loss caused by schemes.

Drainage and water environment

We will create a pond on the roundabout which 
will allow water running off the road to be filtered, 
removing pollutants, before being released into  
the water course.

Nature conservation

We will be monitoring the biodiversity in the area 
around the work site throughout the construction 
phase and afterwards.  

In 2019, we carried out additional ecological 
surveys in the area. We’ll use the data collected to 
ensure threatened species, such as badgers, bats 
and great crested newts are protected.

We plan to make a number of improvements 
to the environment while we construct this 
project, including:

 � planting around 40 new trees in the area 
and retaining existing trees where possible

 � creating a mixture of habitats to 
encourage a range of animals to the 
location, increasing the diversity of animal 
and plant life

 � a new pond to filter water, with planting for 
the benefit of aquatic and wetland species

 � improvements to create over 10,000 
square metres of diverse grassland 
benefitting wildlife

Improved woodland and grassland habitat.
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Keeping you informed
We will continue to talk to and listen to you throughout the 
construction of the scheme and we’ll hold more public events 
as the work progresses. We’ll also continue to send updates 
by email or letter to nearby residents and hold meetings with 
those impacted by the work.

If you would like to receive updates, please email us your 
contact details at the address below.

Further information

For more information about this scheme, please visit our 
webpage where you can also sign up for updates:  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/M6-junction-19    

Contact us

You can contact us by email or by post.

Email: M6Junction19Improvement@highwaysengland.co.uk  

Postal address: M6 J19 Project Team, 

  Highways England,  

 5th Floor Piccadilly Place,  

 Manchester, 

 M1 3BN.

Reducing our impact

Construction methods will follow 
the latest industry best practice 
and will be designed to have as 
little impact on local residents, 
the environment and local 
infrastructure as possible. This will 
include:

 � using silenced and low 
emission plant / machinery

 � turning machinery off when  
not in use

 � minimising transportation / 
HGV journeys

 � screening temporary working 
lights to minimise light pollution 
to the surrounding areas

 � road-cleaning

 � minimising road and footpath 
closures
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