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Hello and welcome to the third issue of our 
M6 junction 19 community newsletter. 

There’s been a lot of activity on our site since our last 
newsletter in July. You’ll have probably noticed some 
of the changes taking place on the roundabout as 
well as within the junction.

We completed the bridge foundations, as planned,  
in the summer and we’ve since started to build the 
bridge walls on either side of the carriageway and 
within the centre of the motorway. Once these are 
complete, we’ll then be ready to lift the bridge beams 
into place early in 2021. Read more about this inside. 

In September, we removed existing street lighting, 
traffic lights and signage on the roundabout and 

installed new temporary signals. This allowed us to 
start the next phase of improvements, including 
widening the A556 northbound as you leave the 
junction. You may have also noticed that we’ve added 
a new yellow box across the lanes on the Tabley side 
of the roundabout, as you exit onto the A556 south. 
We’ve already noticed an improvement with traffic 
moving more freely around the roundabout and 
reduced congestion during busy periods. 

We hope you continue to find these regular updates 
useful. Thanks again to those of you who’ve been in 
touch to ask questions; we welcome all feedback 
about the scheme. Please look out for our next 
newsletter, which will be sent to you early in the  
new year.
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What’s coming up?
Over the next few months, you’ll see some more big 
changes as we continue to build the bridge walls in 
the centre of the roundabout. We’ll also start 
making preparations to widen the roundabout, and 
install the new permanent lighting, signs and traffic 
light system on the surrounding roads. 

Planned closures
For up-to-date information about upcoming closures 
and diversion routes, please visit our webpage 
highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19 or sign 
up to receive our weekly traffic management bulletin. 
Please email Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk to 
find out more. 

November and December 
Permanent lane closures will continue to be in place 
on the roundabout and junction 19 slip roads 
throughout November and December, so there may 
be some additional delay during busy times. 

Over the coming months, we’ll need to use a 
number of full overnight closures to allow our  
teams to carry out a variety of construction work  
on the roundabout and the surrounding roads.  

Each closure is planned to run from 8pm to 5am 
and will be removed on Friday and Saturday nights.

The majority of these full overnight closures will be 
south of the junction on the A556 in Tabley, as well 
as on the M6 northbound and southbound exit slip 
roads. During northbound closures on the A556 
from the junction with the A5033, there will be no 
right turn into Pickmere Lane. Please use the local 
diversion routes in place. 

We’ll also need to use some full overnight closures 
on the M6 motorway when traffic will be diverted up 
and over the junction.

There will be no planned closures from Friday 18 
December, for at least two weeks during the festive 
period. 

January 
To lift the bridge beams into position, we’ll need to 
use two full weekend closures of the M6 motorway 
within the junction in both directions. We’ll also 
close the A556 in both directions. More information 
on the next page.
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If you have any questions, feedback or would like to be added to 
our weekly traffic management bulletin, which provides 
information about upcoming closures and diversion routes, 
please email Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk

Highways England: North-west

@HighwaysNWEST

M56 junctions 6 to 8 motorway upgrade
We’re due to start our main construction work to improve the M56 between junctions 6 to 8 in November 
2020. To find out more information about this scheme or to register for updates please visit: 
highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/north-west/m56-junction-6-to-8-smart-motorway/

mailto:highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/north-west/m56-junction-6-to-8-smart-motorway/?subject=


Working safely and effectively 
To create the safest and most efficient working 
environment for our teams to carry out the 
beam lifts, we’ll need to use two full weekend 
closures of the M6 motorway in both directions. 
The closures will only be between the entry and 
exit slip roads. This means we can use a simple 
‘up and over’ diversion, with traffic leaving the 
M6 at the exit slip road, and re-joining using the 
entry slip road. The slip roads in both directions 
will be widened to accommodate two lanes of 
traffic. 

The A556 will also be closed in both 
directions to allow M6 traffic to flow freely over 
the junction. 

Traffic travelling west out of Manchester 
along the M56 will be directed to junction 
9 to join the M6 southbound. A number of 
local diversion routes will also be in place.

Planned full closures to lift bridge 
beams into place 
Once the bridge walls are complete, we’ll be ready to lift the bridge beams into place. There are 36 beams 
in total with each one weighing around 90 tonnes. That’s the equivalent of 13 African elephants each.  

The beams will be lifted into place to construct the bridge across the junction
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Listening to our  
customers’ feedback 
We recognise the impact that these closures  
may have on our customers and we’re keen to 
minimise the disruption they will cause.  
Our current programme shows us that we’ll be 
ready to lift the beams into place in December. 
However, we recently asked for feedback from a 
number of local residents, businesses, parish 
councils, hauliers and emergency services to find 
out when the preferred and least disruptive dates 
for the closures would be. 

Our customers and key stakeholders told us that a 
January date would be better, with less disruption 
to families, local businesses and road users in the 
lead up to or during the festive season. We 
listened and are now planning the closures to take 
place over the weekends of 16 and 23 January. 

More details will be shared in the next issue of our 
community newsletter. You can also find regular 
updates on our web page and through our weekly 
traffic management bulletin. 

We are Considerate Constructors 
If you’ve passed our site compound recently, you may have seen the big green 
tick on display by our entrance. This sign shows that we’re part of the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme, and it’s something we’re extremely proud of. 
For us, building a bridge isn’t just about the planning, designing and construction 
that’s involved. It’s also about contributing positively to the local community 
during the time that we’re here. 

We know that having a working compound temporarily on your doorstep is not 
ideal for anybody. And we understand the disruption caused by having closures 
in place on the roundabout and local roads, so that our workforce can carry out 

tasks safely. We’re working hard to reduce the level of impact that we may have on the public, our workforce 
and the environment. That’s why we signed up to the Considerate Constructors Scheme’s Code of 
Considerate Practice. 

The Code is designed to raise industry standards and requires us to carry out our construction activity with the 
greatest of care and consideration. We must: care about our appearance; respect the community; 
protect the environment; secure everyone’s safety; and value our workforce.

We were recently visited by the Scheme assessors and we’re pleased to announce that we scored 4.5 out of a 
possible 5-star rating. The assessors praised our ‘ambition to be at the leading edge of best practice’ and said 
that ‘great consideration has been given to the impact of the works’. They also recognised that we ‘have more 
plans for positive engagement with the community’ and supports our plans to score five stars in the next 
assessment. 

For more information about the Code of Considerate Practice and the Considerate Constructors Scheme, 
please call 0800 783 1423 or visit www.ccscheme.org.uk 

http://www.ccscheme.org.uk


#rideyourbike 
Cycle to Work Day is a great opportunity to raise 
awareness about the benefits of cycling – whether for 
work or pleasure. We showed our support this year by 
promoting all the improvements that we’re making for 
cyclists as part of the current M6 junction 19 scheme, 
including better local links, safer crossings and an 
improved route across the roundabout. 

Some of our workforce took advantage of the beautiful 
Cheshire countryside and took the scenic route to work.  
We also took the opportunity to tidy up the cycle path 
outside of our site compound with a litter-pick under the 
tunnel and up along the old A556.

NO NEED  
TO SPEED
Competition time! 

To mark Road Safety Week, which starts on 
Monday 16 November, we’re launching a poster 
competition for children in our local community. 

On an A4 piece of paper, we want you to create a 
colourful poster to represent this year’s campaign 
theme: ‘NO NEED TO SPEED’. We’ll pick two 
winners, one for each age group: 7 and under, and 
8-16. Each winner will receive a £25 voucher and 
their poster will be put on display at our site 
compound. The deadline for entries is Monday 30 
November. Please post your entry to Amey Sir 
Robert McAlpine, Site Office, Old Hall Lane,  
Over Tabley, Knutsford, WA16 0PW or scan and 
email it to laura.nelson@ameysrm.co.uk 

Remember to include your name, age and contact 
details so that we can get in touch if you win! 

Here on the M6 junction improvement scheme, we’re 
doing our bit to keep everyone safe:

 � We’ve extended the 30mph speed limit on the 
A556 south in Tabley, at the request of local 
residents 

 � We’ve installed temporary steel barriers on the 
M6 to protect our workers and road users when 
passing through our construction zone 

 � We monitor the speed of traffic travelling through 
our road works on the M6, using active speed 
cameras



Can we support your local community project?  
If you’re part of a community project that could use an extra pair of hands, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please get in touch to tell us all about it. Email laura.nelson@ameysrm.co.uk or call 07809 313983.

Coffee and cake for a great cause 
We joined the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning this 
September, raising a fantastic £200 for MacMillan Cancer 
Support. Our team baked and ate their way through an 
impressive array of cakes. Well done to Caz Corris from the 
team who won Star Baker and was awarded the Wooden 
Spoon for her delicious chocolate cupcakes! Second place 
went to Fraser Cope’s daughter Eilidh for her lovely luscious 
lemon cake.

Could you be a space invader? 
Driving isn’t a game. Our recent ‘Don’t be a Space Invader’ campaign aims to reduce the number of people 
who are killed or seriously injured on our roads as a result of tailgating. Did you know that tailgating is a 
factor in one in eight casualties on the strategic road network? Plus, tailgating is the biggest single 
bugbear that drivers have about other motorway users. Nearly nine out of 10 drivers say they’ve 
experienced or witnessed it. 

Check out the short video that we produced to encourage drivers to stay back and stay safe. To watch the 
video, visit highwaysengland.co.uk and click on Road Safety, Stay safe stay back.



Meet the team 
Jon Pettman
AmeySRM TM Manager 

As Traffic Management Manager on the project, Jon is responsible for all the traffic 
management (cones, signs, lights, barriers and cameras) that’s put in place on both the M6 
and A556. 

Day-to-day, Jon manages a team of staff working both days and nights, making sure that 
closures are put in place at agreed times to maximise the construction work, but also 
ensuring the lanes or roads are back open ready for busy traffic periods.

Jon works closely with Cheshire East Council and other Highways England schemes 
including the M56, M62 and M6 smart motorways schemes. Jon also works with Traffic Safety Control Officers 
(TSCOs) who are on patrol around the clock to ensure that traffic is flowing freely. 

Jon says: “Safety is paramount. It’s important to us that all road users feel comfortable and safe driving through 
our roadworks. I know that some road users see lane closures and reduced speed limits as an inconvenience 
on their journey, but the traffic management that we put in place keeps our workers safe while they carry out 
their job.”
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Contact us

To find out more about the scheme visit our webpage: highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19 

If you have any questions about the scheme you can contact us on the following details:

Email: M6Junction19Improvement@highwaysengland.co.uk 

Phone: 0300 123 5000 (Customer Contact Centre) 

By post: M6 J19 Project Team, Highways England,  5th Floor Piccadilly Place,  
Manchester, M1 3BN 

If you have any concerns about the work taking place or how this is impacting you, please contact 
Laura Nelson by email or by phone. 

Email: Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk 

Phone: 07809 313983

Found this update useful? 
To receive future issues of the M6 junction 19 community newsletter, please get in touch and share 
your contact details so we can add you to our mailing list. Email Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk

If you need help accessing this or any other  
Highways England information, please call  

0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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