
The Manchester
North West Quadrant 

project

Manchester North West Quadrant is the 
project we’ve set up to look at ways to ease 
congestion and make journey times more 
reliable between junctions 8 to 18 of the M60.   

In 2014, the Department for Transport 
commissioned a study to help us better 
understand the problems in the area and identify 
how they could be fixed.  Following the study,  
they tasked Highways England to develop some 
initial designs, and to talk to local authorities, 
environmental experts and key stakeholders to 
add to our understanding of local traffic issues.  

Why this project is needed
The M60 plays an important role in keeping traffic 
moving and is one of the busiest in England with 
180,000 journeys a day.

A huge amount of investment and growth is 
expected in the region with traffic set to increase 
as a result. We are working with partners, 
including Transport for the North, and thinking 
differently about how the network can be 
improved. The Manchester North West Quadrant 
project aims to:

 � ensure the M60 can cope with a significant 
increase in local and long-distance journeys

 � support growth and provide economic benefits 
in the North West.  

 � ensure the M60 can withstand unexpected 
events, exceptional demand and severe 
weather conditions.

What we are doing next
Using the extensive information gathered, we are 
looking at ways to reduce congestion and future 
proof the road, considering benefits and potential 
impacts on motorists, the environment, our 
neighbours and the economy. 

We’ll then identify a shortlist of options we believe 
will tackle the issues, before consulting with the 
public.

The project is still in the very early stages and at 
this point there is no commitment from the 
Department of Transport to continue or to build if 
the options don’t solve the current problems or offer 
value for money. 
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Manchester North West Quadrant
How we could reduce congestion
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2019. 

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2019 OS 100030649. 
You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the 
organisation that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, 
distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at www.highwaysengland.co.uk
For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications code PR45/19.

Highways England creative job number MCR19_0127

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must 
count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or 
payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources when issued 
directly by Highways England.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363

Where to get more information 

Email: MNWQ@highwaysengland.co.uk 
Call: 0300 470 2216 
Online: https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/manchester-north-west-quadrant/ 


