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Introduction

Highways England is proposing the A2 Bean and 
Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements Scheme in north 
Kent to support future growth in this area, including 
new housing at Ebbsfleet Garden City. Traffic modelling 
indicates that without the scheme, the road network in 
this area will become congested, resulting in delays, 
impacts on safety, and adverse environmental effects. 
These improvements will provide additional capacity 
at each junction to smooth traffic flow, improve journey 
times, and increase safety. More information is included 
in the Statement of Reasons, which accompanies 
this application. 

Under Section 105B of the Highways Act 1980 (as 
amended) it has been determined that the A2 Bean 
and Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements Scheme should 
be the subject of an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) to identify the likely environmental effects, and their 
significance. An EIA has been undertaken and reported 
in an Environmental Statement (ES).

This booklet provides a non-technical summary of 
the key findings. Its main purpose is to summarise on 
the likely significant effects of the proposals on the 
natural, built and social environment reported in the 
Environmental Statement. 

The proposed A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction 
Improvements Scheme is referred to as the ‘Scheme’ 
throughout the Environmental Statement, including this 
Non-Technical Summary.

The Environmental Statement and supporting 
documents can be viewed online at 
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a2-bean-
and-ebbsfleet-junction-improvements/

The full Environmental Statement comprises four 
volumes in total, as follows:

Volume 1 Environmental Statement main text setting   
 out the environmental assessment 
 in chapters

Volume 2 Environmental Statement figures,    
 including drawings, photos and other   
 illustrative material

Volume 3 Environmental Statement technical    
 appendices

Volume 4  (this document) Environmental Statement 
 non-technical summary

Printed hard copies will be available to view until 
29 March 2019 at the following locations:

Highways England, Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree 
Close, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 4LZ M 
Monday to Friday (9.30am - 5pm) 

Dartford Borough Council, Civic Centre, Home 
Gardens, Dartford, DA1 1DR 
Monday to Thursday (8.45am - 5.15pm) 
Friday (8.45am - 4.45pm) 

Swanscombe & Greenhithe Town Council, The Grove, 
Swanscombe, DA10 0GA 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday (9.30am - 4pm) 
Wednesday (by appointment only)

The Scheme

The existing A2 is a 4-lane dual all-purpose road 
that reduces to 3-lanes through Bean Junction. The 
grade-separated junctions at Bean and Ebbsfleet 
are approximately 1.2 miles (2 km) apart on the A2. 
The Bean Junction connects the A296 and B255 and 
provides access to the Bluewater shopping centre. 
The Ebbsfleet Junction connects the A2260 and 
Southfleet Road and provides access to Ebbsfleet 
International Rail Station, and the surrounding 
Ebbsfleet Valley and Eastern Quarry developments 
that form part of Ebbsfleet Garden City.

The proposed junction improvements broadly 
follow the existing road layout but with the current 
roundabouts enlarged with traffic signal controls, and 
an additional bridge over the A2 and new slip road 
at Bean.

The Scheme has been designed to avoid key 
environmental constraints as much as possible. 
Design measures include: the retention of most 
existing gantries; the retention of the existing 
Swanscombe Footbridge; minimising the construction 
footprint for earthworks; and the installation of 
environmental barriers/retaining walls.  

The current challenges at the A2 Bean and 
Ebbsfleet Junctions include:

• Traffic flows along this section of the A2 at 
or near route capacity; 

• Traffic congestion at Bean Junction during 
peak hours; and

• Significant increase in traffic levels 
expected because of major development 
plans in the local and regional area.

Undertaking the proposed improvements 
will: 

• Support economic and housing growth in 
north Kent, including Ebbsfleet Garden 
City;

• Increase capacity of the junctions and 
minimise the impact on the A2;

• Improve reliability and journey times on 
the A2;

• Improve road safety;

• Minimise impact on the environment; and

• Provide value for money.

The engineering and environmental designs will 
continue to be developed and will seek further 
opportunities to reduce or avoid residual environmental 
impacts. 

The scheme location and the environmental constraints 
are shown on the Environmental Constraints plan on 
pages 7-8. Environmental Constraints considered in 
the EIA and reported in more detail in the ES include:

• Eleven Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs), 
only five of the seven Gravesham AQMAs are 
shown on the Environmental Constraints plan;

• Seven Defra Noise Important Areas (NIAs);

• Darenth Wood which is an ancient woodland and 
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) and retains a medieval boundary that is 
a scheduled monument abutting the highway 
boundary of the A2;

• The Thrift and two other ancient woodlands are 
situated near Bean Junction;

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a2-bean-and-ebbsfleet-junction-improvements/
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a2-bean-and-ebbsfleet-junction-improvements/
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• The existing A2 eastbound and westbound slip 
roads retained;

• The existing Pepperhill link road to A2 eastbound 
on-slip improved to three lanes with a ghost island 
merge provided on the A2; and

• Improvements to the north-south cycleway 
and footway route including provision of 
controlled crossing points at the East and West 
Roundabouts.

 

 Adjustments to the A2

• Narrow lanes provided for approximately 1.5 km 
between Bean Junction and Ebbsfleet Junctions to 
avoid impacts on significant constraints including 
ancient woodland, electricity pylons, a subway 
and a Grade II listed arched footbridge. The 
eastbound carriageway improved to dual 4 narrow 
lanes between Bean and Ebbsfleet junctions;

• The A296 eastbound retained as a single lane 
eastbound merge with the A2 and the westbound 
carriageway modified to narrow lanes under 
Swanscombe Footbridge;

• A reinforced concrete barrier in the central reserve 
will be provided throughout this section; and

• Modification of signs and electronic signals on 
existing gantries throughout the scheme extent 
including provision of two new cantilever gantries 
with electronic message signalling and the 
replacement of one long span portal gantry.

• Provision of a new A2 eastbound on-slip that will 
form an additional lane on the A2 eastbound;

• Retention of the existing B255 southbound link 
road to the A296 eastbound;

• Improvements to the north-south B255 cycleway 
and footway route including a new signalised 
pedestrian and cyclist crossing of the A296 near 
to Bean Lane;

• Segregation of the 4-lane section of the B255 
southbound between Bluewater Parkway on-slip 
and the A296 off-slip into two separate 2-lane 
roads; and

• Localised changes to signage for traffic leaving 
Bluewater shopping centre.

 

 Improvements to Ebbsfleet Junction

• The enlargement and signalising of the 
existing East and West Roundabouts including 
improvement of the A2260 local road between the 
West Roundabout and the A2260/Southfleet Road 
Roundabout;

• The link road between the East and West 
Roundabouts widened to dual carriageway;

• The provision of an additional arm on the East 
Roundabout for future development to the north 
and retention of an access to the former petrol 
station to the south;

• A quarry (Eastern Quarry Development Site), to the 
north of the A2 and A296 Watling Street (Roman 
Road) is steep defined by steep chalk cliffs;

• Swanscombe Skull Site SSSI approximately 900 m 
to the north and Baker’s Hole SSSI approximately 
500 m north of the Scheme;

• Five Grade II listed buildings - Stone Castle, Lower 
Bean Farmhouse, Barn south east of Lower Bean 
Farmhouse, Swanscombe Cutting footbridge 
crossing A2 (east of Bean Junction), and Blue House; 

• Various Country Parks and Local Wildlife Sites 
(LWS); and 

• Source Protection Zones (Shown on Figure 8.3 of 
the ES).

The traffic modelling figures used to inform the design 
and assessment process have taken into account the 
impact of the proposed Lower Thames Crossing (LTC), 
which has an impact on traffic flows using the A2 
between Gravesend and the M25. 

However, the traffic modelling figures have not taken 
into account the potential London Resort development 
at this time, due to critical interdependencies in the 
delivery of the schemes. At the time of writing there is 
uncertainty about whether, and if so when, the London 
Resort development will be delivered.

The components of the Scheme are outlined below 
and illustrated on pages 9-12.

 Improvements to Bean Junction

• The enlargement and signalising of the existing 
North and South Roundabouts including slip road 
improvements with the A2 eastbound to B255 
dedicated left turn lane, modification of the local 
road network to allow for the existing bridge to be 
retained for northbound traffic;

• Provision of a new southbound bridge for traffic 
and a segregated cycleway and footway;

The junctions and the A2 will remain lit and the lighting 
design will utilise luminaires with Light Emitting Diode 
(LED) light sources with colour temperatures that tie 
in with the existing lighting systems. The new road 
lighting design has considered the presence of 
commuting and/or foraging bats and other wildlife, 
including measures to avoid and/or minimise light spill 
onto adjacent vegetation, particularly at Darenth Wood 
SSSI and nearby ancient woodland.

The Scheme is expected to start construction early in 
2020 and take up to 3 years to build. 

Construction will take place on Mondays to Saturdays 
between 7am and 6pm and extended to 7pm during 
the summer months. Work on the A2 may also include 
some night working and overnight road closures, 
including Saturday night and Sunday mornings for 
changes in traffic management layouts and works to 
the gantries, bridges and road surface. 

An Outline Environmental Management Plan (OEMP) 
has been prepared and included as part of the ES. 
The OEMP also includes a Record of Environmental 
Actions and Commitments (REAC) that identifies 
measures in the ES to address the potential 
environmental effects of the Scheme. The OEMP will 
be developed during the detail design stage to form a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 
that will include further details on the construction 
methodology and programme.

View from Swanscombe Footbridge

Pedestrian crossing at Ebbsfleet Junction

Existing Bean South Roundabout



A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements 
Environmental Statement: Volume 4 – Non-Technical Summary

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements 
Environmental Statement: Volume 4 – Non-Technical Summary

 Page 5 Page 6

Alternatives considered 

The Scheme is the product of a thorough option 
short listing and evaluation process (detailed on the 
Highways England website ) based on a staged 
approach that considered the merits of each option 
against the scheme objectives and an analysis 
and assessment of traffic, engineering, buildability 
and environmental factors, as well as engagement 
with stakeholders, the local community, and public 
consultation. 

During the Option Identification Stage a ‘long list’ of 
options was identified for both Bean and Ebbsfleet 
Junctions. Options were reviewed and discounted due 
to limited connections to nearby road or development 
areas and capacity to accommodate the forecast 
traffic flows. 

In April 2016 a short list of the Options was produced. 
Bean Options 3 and 4 were assessed in combination 
with Ebbsfleet Option 1 and rejected due to their 
overall performance against assessment criteria, low 
value for money and cost of the Scheme. This included 
exceeding the Scheme budget, impacting on The 
Thrift and Darenth Wood ancient woodland and Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and residents of 
nearby properties. 

The Scheme announced in August 2017 included a 
combined option of junction improvements at both 
Bean and Ebbsfleet. This option comprised Bean 
Option 5 and Ebbsfleet Option 1, and was considered 
to perform the best against scheme objectives 
including supporting economic development and 
housing, minimising environmental impact and 
reducing accident rates. 

Further details are provided within the Environmental 
Statement, Chapter 3 Assessment of Alternatives. 

Assessment of significance and mitigation 

The EIA provides:

• A thorough assessment of likely effects of the 
Scheme on the environment; 

• Consideration of mitigation measures and 
alternatives based on the potential environmental 
effects of the Scheme; and 

• Assessment of the cumulative effects of the 
Scheme. 

The EIA considers both the indirect and direct effects 
of the Scheme. Direct effects are those caused by 
activities that are an integral part of the proposals 
resulting in a change in environmental conditions, 
such as the removal of vegetation to build the road. 
Indirect effects are those due to activities that affect 
environmental conditions or the receptors, which 
in turn affects other aspects of the environment or 
receptors, such as increased noise from construction 
activities. 

Best practice guidance including established criteria 
outlined in the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 
(DMRB) Volume 11 has been used to assess the 
significance of effects of the Scheme, which combines 
the magnitude of the impacts and the sensitivity of 
the receptors/resources. The significance criteria 
for environmental effects are defined in terms of 
the amount of change from the existing baseline 
environment i.e. the baseline. Effects can range from 
neutral to very large and it is noted that moderate, 
large or very large effects are considered significant. 
Environmental effects can be adverse or beneficial. 
Within this document the significance of effects is 
described as significant or not significant.

Where there are significant adverse effects, measures 
to avoid, reduce and where possible remedy these 
effects have been included within the assessment. 

The following environmental topics have 
been assessed as part of this EIA:

• Air Quality;

• Noise and Vibration;

• Biodiversity;

• Road Drainage and the Water 

Environment;

• Landscape and Visual;

• Geology and Soils;

• Cultural Heritage;

• Materials and Waste; 

• People and Communities including 

Human Health;

• Climate; and 

• Cumulative effects.

A296 Watling Street (Roman Road)

View from Bean Lane Overbridge

New housing development at Ebbsfleet
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In addition to the hazards/risks normally associated with the types of work 
detailed on this drawing, note the following significant residual risks 
(Reference shall also be made in the design hazard log)

SAFETY, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFORMATION

Construction

Maintenance / Cleaning

Decommission / Demolition

Use

None

None

None

None
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In addition to the hazards/risks normally associated with the types of work 
detailed on this drawing, note the following significant residual risks 
(Reference shall also be made in the design hazard log)
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Assessment of likely significant effects

 Air Quality

What is the existing environment like? 

There are four existing Air Quality Management Areas 
(AQMAs) – where national air quality objectives have 
been breached – that could be affected by scheme 
changes in traffic or road realignment. These AQMAs 
have been declared for exceedances of the annual 
average nitrogen dioxide (NO2) objective; and the 
Dartford AQMA No. 1 and the Gravesham A2 AQMA 
have been declared for exceedances of the 24-hour 
average particulate matter (PM10) objective. Measured 
NO2 concentrations at roadside sites are currently 
exceeding the annual average objective within the 
Scheme, (notably at Bean Junction). Measured PM10 
concentrations are consistently below the national 
objectives.

What are the effects during construction?

During construction, there is the potential for increased 
emissions of dust at receptors within 200 metres of 
the Scheme. However, significant adverse effects at 
nearby receptors will be unlikely, with the application of 
appropriate mitigation measures outlined in the Outline 
Environmental Management Plan in the Environmental 
Statement Volume 2 Appendix B: including regular 
water-spraying and sweeping of unpaved roads; using 
wheel washes for vehicles; sheeting vehicles leaving 
site and enforcing speed limits on site; and significant 
adverse effects at nearby receptors will be unlikely.

It is unlikely that there will be significant adverse 
effects due to emissions from additional traffic, 
because the numbers of HGVs a day are expected to 
be below the criteria for assessment.

What are the effects during operation?

The air quality assessment has concluded that 11 
human health receptors are expected to exceed the 
annual average objective for NO2 concentrations in 
the opening year, (with or without the Scheme). With 
the Scheme, one receptor, located near the new slip 
road onto the A2 from Bean Junction, is expected to 
have a small increase in concentrations. The other 
10 receptors are expected to have a decrease or 
imperceptible change in NO2 concentrations. There 
are not expected to be any exceedances of the PM10 
objectives with and without the Scheme. Nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) concentrations and nitrogen deposition 
rates are also expected to decrease at the Darenth 
Wood SSSI.

 
 

Summary of construction assessment:

There will be no significant effects with 
the implementation of suitable 
mitigation measures.

Summary of operational assessment:

The Scheme is not expected to have a 
significant adverse effect on human health or 
ecological receptors. 

 Noise and Vibration 

What is the existing environment like?

There are residential properties within 1 km of the 
Scheme, as well as a number of new developments 
north and east of the Scheme, such as Ebbsfleet 
Valley. There are a number of receptors that are 
within the Defra Noise Important Areas (NIAs) 
which are areas that have been identified as being 
subject to high levels of noise. Sensitive receptors 
including Painters Ash Junior School, Bean Youth 
and Community Centre, Eastgate, Bean Primary 
School, Ebbsfleet Academy and two care homes in 
Greenhithe. Darenth Wood, Bean High Street Park 
and Allotments and Penn Green Park are all located 
within 1 km of the Scheme. The main source of noise 
influencing noise levels near the Scheme is the 
busy A2, the High Speed 1 railway and Ebbsfleet 
International Station, and nearby industrial premises 
close to Ebbsfleet Junction. There is also potential 
for aircraft noise given the proximity of the Scheme to 
flightpaths to and from London City Airport.

What are the effects during construction?

Construction and demolition activities as well as 
construction vehicles on the road network can cause 
increased noise levels that affect nearby receptors 
if not effectively managed. Noise predictions have 
identified that, without mitigation, Hope Cottages and 
Brickfield Nursery in Bean, and a few properties within 
the Ebbsfleet Valley Development will be affected by 
construction noise levels in the daytime that exceed 
thresholds limits. Temporary noise barriers will be 
installed adjacent to the works, particularly where 
properties are less than 150m away. Therefore, the 
predicted effects of daytime construction noise levels 
will not be significant. It is expected that all night 
time activities will exceed the night time thresholds 
even with mitigation in place. The frequency of these 
impacts will be reduced, if night time construction 
activities are limited to essential works only. Mitigation 
measures including best practice will reduce the 
residual effects of construction noise and vibration. 
These are identified in the Outline Environmental 
Management Plan in the Environmental Statement 

Summary of operational assessment:

The Scheme will not have a significant 
adverse effect on any residential properties 
including Noise Important Areas or at any non-
residential sensitive receptors.

Volume 2 Appendix B and include considerate working 
hours as well as frequent and open communications 
with stakeholders. 

What are the effects during operation?

In the opening year of the Scheme, a minor increase in 
daytime noise levels at Brickfield Nursery is predicted 
due to road traffic. No significant increases in noise 
are predicted at any residential or non-residential 
properties in the long term with or without the Scheme. 
No additional properties are predicted to have impacts 
from airborne vibration with the Scheme. Mitigation 
measures to reduce operational noise includes the use 
of low noise road surfacing and the installation and use 
of environmental noise barriers. Mitigation measures 
including best practice will reduce the residual 
effects of construction noise and vibration. These are 
identified in the Outline Environmental Management 
Plan in the Environmental Statement Volume 2 
Appendix B.

Summary of construction assessment:

There will be potentially significant night time 
noise effects. The frequency of these impacts 
will be reduced, if night time construction 
works are limited to essential works only. 
Mitigation measures including best practice, 
are identified in the Outline Environmental 
Management Plan in the Environmental 
Statement Volume 2 Appendix B.



A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements 
Environmental Statement: Volume 4 – Non-Technical Summary

A2 Bean and Ebbsfleet Junction Improvements 
Environmental Statement: Volume 4 – Non-Technical Summary

 Page 15 Page 16

All habitats taken for temporary land take will be 
reinstated after construction and enhanced by the 
incorporation of dead wood for reptiles and terrestrial 
invertebrates. Permanent land take outside the 
highway boundary includes an arable field to the 
south-east of Bean Junction, which is assigned for 
environmental mitigation and will be planted with new 
woodland, scrub, species-rich grassland, and nine 
individual pedunculate oak trees of local provenance 
that will be managed to develop into an open crown. 
Habitat creation will result in an increase in the total 
area of aquatic and terrestrial habitats with enhanced 
biodiversity value post-construction. 

A European Protected Species mitigation licence will 
be obtained from Natural England for works affecting 
hazel dormice and vegetation clearance will be 
conducted under a method statement to avoid any 
harmful effect on this species. 

 Biodiversity 

What is the existing environment like? 

Darenth Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Ebbsfleet Marshes Local Wildlife Site, five 
ancient woodlands, River Ebbsfleet and hedgerows (a 
notable habitat) are located adjacent to the Scheme. 
The Scheme contains veteran trees, lowland mixed 
deciduous woodland (a notable habitat) and other 
habitats comprised of plantation woodland, semi-
improved grassland, arable farmland and ponds. 
The Scheme supports notable and protected species 
comprised of man orchid colonies, foraging and 
commuting bats, hazel dormice, notable birds, 
reptiles (common species), badgers and terrestrial 
invertebrates. Japanese knotweed, an invasive plant 
species, is also present. 

What are the effects during construction?

During construction there will be no habitat loss 
from Darenth Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Ebbsfleet Marshes Local Wildlife Site, and the 
ancient woodlands. Three veteran trees will need to 
be removed and the Scheme requires temporary and 
permanent habitat loss from lowland mixed deciduous 
woodland, plantation woodland, semi-improved 
grassland and ponds. There may be indirect adverse 
impacts (i.e. habitat degradation) upon adjacent 
designated sites, retained veteran trees and habitats 
resulting from increased dust, groundwater, and water 
pollution during construction. Habitat loss will affect 
man orchid colonies, bats, hazel dormice, birds, 
notable invertebrates, reptiles and badgers, which are 
present in the area, and otter or water vole, which may 
colonise the River Ebbsfleet prior to construction. 

Mitigation measures will comprise pollution prevention 
methods, fencing to avoid encroachment to adjacent 
retained habitats and advanced planting. Further 
measures will be taken during detailed design to 
prioritise retention of the three veteran trees in situ or 
translocate individual specimens either in entirety, if 
practicable, or as stumps.

Summary of construction assessment:

• There will be a significant adverse 
permanent effect for veteran trees due 
to the loss of an irreplaceable habitat;

• An adverse temporary effect will occur 
due to habitat loss affecting habitats 
and hazel dormice. Once new habitats 
are established, the Scheme will result 
in beneficial effects for these receptors 
and notable birds due to an increase 
in the total area and biodiversity value 
of newly created habitats; and

• There will be no significant impacts on 
Darenth Wood Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Ebbsfleet Marshes 
Local Wildlife Site, ancient woodland, 
River Ebbsfleet, man orchids, bats, 
otter and water vole, birds, reptiles, 
badger and terrestrial invertebrates 
due to the mitigation measures 
incorporated into the Scheme. 

Specific mitigation measures will be applied to protect 
other legally protected and notable species. Mitigation 
will also ensure that invasive non-native plant species 
are not spread during construction of the Scheme.

What are the effects during operation?

Air quality modelling has indicated that due to 
improved traffic flow near Darenth Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), a reduction in Nitrogen oxide 
(NOx) will result and improve air quality adjacent to this 
designated site. There will be no adverse impacts from 
air quality on any other designated sites.

A sensitive lighting design will be employed for the 
Scheme to avoid illumination of adjacent habitats and 
best practice will be followed for the design of surface 
water drainage systems to avoid groundwater pollution 
to adjacent habitats. 

The replacement habitats will become established 
providing enhancement and an overall increase in the 
total area of aquatic and terrestrial habitats as a result 
of the Scheme. Monitoring will be undertaken yearly for 
newly created habitats and on at least two occasions 
between two and five years after construction for the 
hazel dormouse population. Appropriate management 
activities will be employed as set out in a Habitat 
Management Plan. 

 Road Drainage and the 
 Water Environment

What is the existing environment like? 

The key water environment features for the 
Scheme include:

• The River Ebbsfleet (classified as a Main River);

• The Scheme is within Flood Zone 1 (low flood risk), 
however there are areas where surface water and 
groundwater flooding may occur;

• Numerous surface water features including; 
ponds and lakes to the north of the A2 and a 
series of lakes at Bluewater shopping centre both 
associated with historical quarrying activities, 
Sawyers Lake located 1 km north of Ebbsfleet 
Junction, a natural spring fed lake and various 
unnamed ditches, soakaways and attenuation 
ponds adjacent to the junctions;

• Two Water Framework Directive groundwater 
bodies;

• Principal Aquifer, and Secondary Aquifers 
underlay the Scheme; and

• Source Protection Zones 1 and 2. 

What are the effects during construction?

Temporary impacts have the potential to affect the 
water environment through the excavation and 
deposition of materials, spillage of contaminating 
liquids (i.e. fuels) and runoff from construction 
sites. Mitigation measures will include undertaking 
construction works using best practice with regard 
to Pollution Prevention Guidelines, bunding of areas 
where contaminated water is stored, testing of 
contaminated materials, limited works in the floodplain 
and following appropriate piling methods. 

Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be no additional significant 
adverse effects for veteran trees 
as a result of operation;

• A beneficial permanent effect will occur 
for habitats, hazel dormice and birds; and

• There will be no significant effects on 
Darenth Wood Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Ebbsfleet Marshes 
Local Wildlife Site, ancient woodland, 
River Ebbsfleet, man orchids, bats, 
otter and water vole, reptiles, badger 
and terrestrial invertebrates.
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What are the effects during operation?

During operation, roads are designed to drain 
freely and prevent build up of standing water on 
the carriageway to avoid flooding. Pollutants from 
contaminants built up on the road and accidental 
spillages can lead to pollution incidents and 
contamination of road runoff into surface and 
groundwater bodies. 

Summary of construction assessment:

There will be no significant effects, with the 
implementation of mitigation measures, on 
surface water, Water Framework Directive 
compliance, groundwater or fluvial and 
surface water flood risk.

Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be a residual short term/
temporary significant effect on surface 
water runoff quality (copper water quality 
test) to the River Ebbsfleet, with or 
without the scheme; Such impacts are 
anticipated to be linked to large scale 
rainfall events which may temporarily 
lower the water quality in the Ebbsfleet 
to a point that affects the ecology for a 
period of time that the event occurs; and

• With mitigation measures implemented 
there will be no significant effects 
on groundwater, flood risk and 
Water Framework Directive. 

will provide mitigation for both water quality and 
attenuation and ensure that contaminants are treated 
before reaching the surface and groundwater bodies 
and reduce flood risk. 

 Landscape and Visual

What is the existing environment like?

The landscape around Bean Junction is characterised 
by woodland, including ancient woodlands - Darenth 
Woods and the Thrift, and Beacon Wood Country Park. 
The rising landform allows for some very long-distance 
views to the Thames Estuary and Essex, although 
generally woodland and landform curtail these views. 
The agricultural land use is of varied scale including 
medium to large arable fields as well as remnants of 
old orchards. Distracting features include electricity 
pylons. The land to the south of the A2 is rural and 
designated as Green Belt and contains the settlements 
of Bean, Betsham and Southfleet. A network of Public 
Rights of Way (PRoW) cross the landscape. 

The land immediately north of the A296 Watling 
Street (Roman Road) and the A2 is largely identified 
for residential and mixed-use development that has 
planning permission and forms part of the Ebbsfleet 
Garden City. Two large chalk quarries, with dramatic 
cliffs are dominant features in the landscape. The 
western one has been occupied by the Bluewater 
shopping centre since 2000. The Eastern Quarry is 
being developed as a mixed-use development as 
part of the Ebbsfleet Garden City. Existing settlements 
include Swanscombe, Northfleet and Greenhithe. 

The Bean Triangle that is also designated Green 
Belt lies between the A296 Watling Street (Roman 
Road) and the A2. It is an area of mature and ancient 
woodland. alongside mixed businesses, a café, 
residential properties including Ightham Cottages and 
Thrift Cottage, and the Spirits Rest Horse Sanctuary. 

The landscape around the Ebbsfleet Junction 
comprises large arable fields in a more open 
landscape. There are long range views of the A2 and 
the electricity pylons are a dominant distracting feature 
in the landscape. Vegetation is limited to remnant 
hedgerows and shelterbelts. North of the A2, the 

junction forms a ‘gateway’ to the Ebbsfleet Garden 
City and is characterised by high quality amenity 
planting of fastigiate trees and clipped hedgerows.

What are the effects during construction? 

Loss of existing maturing screening vegetation due to 
construction activities at Bean Junction, such as the 
new Bean South and North Roundabouts, changes to 
on and off-slip roads, new on-slip and Bean overbridge 
will result in open views of the existing highway and the 
Scheme for residents of Bean Village, Hope Cottages, 
Bean Farm, Thrift Cottage and users of PRoWs. 

The amenity ‘gateway’ planting on the two roundabouts 
at Ebbsfleet will be lost during construction of the new 
roundabouts. The contractor’s compound could also 
potentially impact the amenity of the area between the 
two roundabouts.

What are the effects during operation?

Views of the Scheme opened up during construction 
would remain at the Bean Junction until the proposed 
mitigation planting has matured. A large area of 
mitigation planting is proposed in the field south 
east of the Bean South Roundabout. Advanced 
screen planting may be carried out in this area if the 
timescales allow. The amenity planting at Ebbsfleet 
would be replanted with nursery stock to replicate the lost 
‘gateway’ planting.

Summary of construction assessment:

Bean Junction

• There will be significant adverse effects on 
the landscape character areas: Darenth 
and Bean Woods and the A2 Corridor, due 
to loss of established vegetation; and

• Significant adverse effects due to loss of 
screening vegetation opening up views 
of the existing and new infrastructure, on 
the residents of Hope Cottages, Beacon 
Drive, Lower Bean Farmhouse, Thrift 
Cottage, users of PRoW DR19, DR27 
and DR26.

Ebbsfleet Junction

• There will be significant adverse effects 
on the landscape character area: the 
A2 Corridor, due to loss of established 
amenity landscape; and

• Significant adverse effects on the users 
of National Cycle Route (NCR) 177, road 
users and residents of new housing at 
Ebbsfleet Central due to loss of amenity 
landscape in the view.

Summary of operational assessment:

• Significant adverse effects remain due 
to the loss of screening vegetation 
and views of the new infrastructure 
to residents of numbers 6-16 Hope 
Cottages, Beacon Drive, Lower Bean 
Farmhouse, Thrift Cottage, users of PRoW 
DR19, DR27 and DR26, as the mitigation 
planting would not be sufficiently 
established to screen any views; and

• It is not expected that there will 
be any significant effects on the 
neighbourhoods of Ebbsfleet Garden 
City nor the users of NCR 177.

Year 15

• Once the mitigation planting has 
matured, including the area to the 
south east of Bean South Roundabout, 
extending the area of woodland in the 
landscape would be beneficial; and

• Significant adverse effects remain for 
numbers 6-16 Hope Cottages. The 
view of the new Bean overbridge and 
increased number of lanes would no 
longer be visible from lower storey 
windows due to the environmental 
barrier. However, the barrier itself 
will be dominant in the view.

The design of the drainage system will include 
mitigation measures to comply with all current 
standards and best practice sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDS) will be included to mimic drainage 
under natural conditions, slowing down the discharge 
rates and applying some water treatment. This 
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 Cultural Heritage

What is the existing environment like? 

Potential historic resources within the Scheme study 
area include:

• Four Scheduled Monuments: a Medieval 
woodland boundary in Darenth Wood, Springhead 
Roman Site (Vagniacae), Neolithic sites near 
Ebbsfleet and Roman enclosure south east of 
Vagniacae) immediately adjacent or near the 
Scheme; 

• Five Grade II listed buildings: Lower Bean 
Farmhouse, Barn to south east of Lower Bean 
Farmhouse, Stone Castle, Blue House and 
Swanscombe Cutting Footbridge; 

• 662 non-designated heritage assets; 

• Surviving archaeological remains that could date 
from the Palaeolithic to the post-medieval periods; 
and 

• Five Historic Landscape Characterisation types. 

What are the effects during construction? 

There is high potential for encountering both 
known and unknown heritage assets and buried 
archaeological remains during construction works, 
including site vegetation clearance, earthmoving 
operations, creation of site compounds, road and 
bridge construction, and all associated infrastructures. 
Temporary setting impacts will also be likely from 
construction but it is unlikely that heritage assets will 
be subject to flood risk. 

An archaeological mitigation strategy will be prepared 
that includes archaeological excavation, targeted 
watching briefs, monitoring of geotechnical works 
and geoarchaeological monitoring and sampling. The 
mitigation will ensure preservation by record of the 
known heritage assets and will enable identification 
and preservation by record of any previously 
unrecorded archaeological remains. 

What are the effects during construction?

During construction new migration pathways of existing 
contamination may be introduced from piling activities, 
new confined spaces (i.e. manholes) and dewatering 
activities. Construction activities and site clearance 
have the potential to increase soil erosion and ground 
instability. Permanent and temporary loss of agricultural 
land will occur. Mitigation measures will include 
appropriate dust suppression, method statements to 
manage groundwater and surface water appropriately, 
stockpile management, limiting the duration of earthworks 
and soil exposure and pollution control measures.

 Geology and Soils

What is the existing environment like? 

Across the Scheme, the bedrock is mostly a sand 
formation (absent in low-lying areas) overlying a chalk 
formation, with a localised presence of clay to the east 
of the A296 eastbound on-slip. Varying superficial 
deposits are mapped in localised pockets. Overlying 
soils across the Scheme are deep, well drained, often 
stoneless, coarse loamy and sandy. 

The chalk bedrock is designated as a Principal aquifer. 
Source Protection Zones 1, 2 and 3 are present across 
much of the Scheme, associated with public water 
supply boreholes. Secondary A aquifers associated 
with overlying geological units are also present. 

Identified potential pre-existing geological stability 
hazards that will be considered as part of the 
Scheme include: 

• Compressible ground adjacent to the River 
Ebbsfleet; 

• Landslide risk to the east of Ebbsfleet Junction; 

• Running sands at both Ebbsfleet and Bean 
Junctions; and 

• Dissolution - risk of slope erosion where chalk is 
present. 

Open space, agricultural land (Grade 2 Best and 
Most Versatile (BMV)), woodland (including ancient 
woodland and Darenth Wood SSSI), and mixed-use 
developments (including residential and commercial 
/ industrial land uses) and associated activities 
and infrastructure (including schools) surround 
the Scheme. Historical man-made mining cavities 
comprising deneholes, pits and quarries and several 
landfills and areas of infilled land and water bodies are 
present within or in proximity to the Scheme. One Local 
Geological Site, Beacon Wood Country Park, is in 
proximity to the Scheme. There are several potentially 
contaminative land uses (active and inactive) present.

Summary of Construction assessment:

• There will be no significant effects with the 
implementation of mitigation measures. 

What are the effects during operation? 

During operation, it is unlikely that new pathways will 
be created however accidents and incidents have 
the potential to create new sources. To minimise 
contamination, accidents and incidents will be 
minimised by good practice measures outlined in 
the Outline Environmental Management Plan in the 
Environmental Statement Volume 2 Appendix B.

Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be no significant effects on 
geology and soils.

Summary of construction assessment:

• There will be no significant effects on geology 
and soils with the implementation of suitable 
design and mitigation measures; and 

• With design and mitigation measures a 
number of identified land contamination 
impacts will be beneficial, permanent 
and significant, to both human health and 
controlled water receptors.

What are the effects during operation? 

During operation, there will be no additional direct 
physical impacts on buried archaeology, as any 
impacts will have been either designed out, leaving 
assets preserved in situ, or mitigated through 
archaeological excavation and recording prior to 
construction. The increased road infrastructure may 
have an impact on the setting of heritage assets, 
however, mitigation measures including vegetation 
screening and careful design will reduce any impacts.

Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be no significant effects with the 
implementation of mitigation measures.  
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 Materials and Waste

What is the existing environment like? 

The baseline for materials and waste includes:

• The materials baseline - sourced from the national 
baseline which identifies the main construction 
materials;

• The waste arisings baseline - estimated from the 
regional waste arisings for 2020 which estimates 
the regional waste arisings produced for an area; 

• The waste infrastructure baseline - sourced from 
the Kent waste assessment, which identifies the 
capacity of waste infrastructure for an area;

• The national sales of aggregate (the main material 
to be used on the Scheme) is estimated to be 
225,000,000 tonnes per annum; and

• Within Kent, 2,260,000 tonnes per annum of 
construction waste is generated and there is 
capacity to manage 22,073,247 tonnes per annum 
of construction waste. 

What are the effects during construction? 

During construction there is potential for impacts on 
the market and availability of materials as well as 
the amount of waste produced for the Scheme. The 
Scheme will also have an impact on the capacity 
of the waste infrastructure and the availability and 
capacity of sites receiving, treating and recycling 
waste. The waste amount generated from the Scheme 
is estimated to be have minimal impacts on the waste 
arisings and capacity in Kent. Design improvements 
including alternative construction methods for low 
height retaining walls, use of hardened central 
reserves instead of steel barriers and limited concrete 
barriers have helped reduce material use and waste 
generation. Further mitigation measures including 
adhering to the waste hierarchy, preparation and 
maintenance of a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan and a Site Waste Management Plan, 
reusing materials where possible and training staff will 
help reduce impacts. 

Summary of Construction assessment:

• There will be no significant impacts with the 
implementation of mitigation measures.

What are the effects during operation? 

During operation, only small quantities of materials 
will be used and waste generated will be minimal. The 
mitigation measures considered during construction 
are the same for operation. 

Summary of operational assessment:

• Operational assessment was scoped out of 
the assessment due to the minimal impact it 
was estimated to have. 

 People and Communities 

What is the existing environment like? 

Private dwellings and community facilities are found 
in the main settlements of Northfleet, Ebbsfleet, 
Greenhithe, and in the smaller villages of Bean and 
Lane End. There are several isolated properties, 
including Ightham and Hope Cottages at Bean 
Junction, and farms within the A2 corridor study area, 
including two traveller sites. There are several public 
and private community receptors, which include 
Darent Valley Hospital and many education facilities 
and open spaces including Darenth Country Park. 

Bluewater shopping centre is a major retail destination 
for the immediate and wider area. There are smaller 
local businesses within and adjacent to the Scheme, 
located at Bean and Ebbsfleet Junctions. The 
Ebbsfleet Garden City development proposes 15,000 

Summary of construction assessment:

• The demolition of eleven residential 
dwellings (Ightham Cottages) and the loss 
of Spirits Rest Horse Sanctuary results in 
significant effects however, the loss of 11 
dwellings is considered to be small scale 
at a local authority and county level when 
considering the existing housing stock 
levels;

• There will be temporary and potentially 
significant effects on NMU and temporary 
disruption effects on vehicle travellers; 
and

• No significant effects on all other 
community assets, local economy 
and employment, rural enterprises, 
development land or human health.

new homes alongside 30,000 new jobs. A small portion 
of land in agricultural use is located along the A2.

The A2 currently acts as a barrier, limiting movement 
for Non-Motorised Users (NMUs) i.e. pedestrians, 
cyclists and equestrians and other local journeys, 
from accessing services and facilities to the north 
and south. There are several PRoW and NMU routes, 
including footpaths within the highway and within close 
proximity to the highway. 

The A2 carries high volumes of traffic at peak times 
and the intended growth of the area will bring 
significantly more traffic over and above existing 
conditions contributing to further driver stress. 

What are the effects during construction? 

The construction of the Scheme will result in the loss 
of Spirits Rest Horse Sanctuary and the demolition 
of eleven residential dwellings i.e. Ightham Cottages 
resulting in significant effects on private dwellings. The 
loss of 11 dwellings is considered to be small scale at 
a local authority and county level when considering the 
existing housing stock levels.

Significant effects on amenity (due to visual and night-
time construction noise effects) will occur at Hope 
Cottages, Bean Farm House, Watling House, Beacon 
Drive, Ebbsfleet Green and Brickfield (Nursery).

Temporary closure and disruption to vehicle travellers 
is anticipated, though the effects will not be significant. 
Temporary significant effects at four NMU routes will 
occur during construction.

Mitigation measures will help to reduce effects and 
include: ensuring access is retained to businesses 
and homes; notifying NMU and vehicle travellers of 
changes to routes; providing clear signage; reducing 
public transport disruption; and ongoing community 
engagement. 

No significant effects will occur on the local economy 
and employment, development land, rural enterprises, 
and human health with the implementation of mitigation 
measures.

What are the effects during operation? 

There will be no significant effects on private 
dwellings, community assets, the local economy and 
employment, rural enterprises, and human health. 
The Scheme will have significant beneficial effects on 
development land due to improved capacity at the 
junctions.

A range of effects including significant beneficial 
effects on some NMU routes will result from 
improved crossings, safety, signage and facilities 
are anticipated. Whilst, variable effects, ranging from 
beneficial to adverse on driver stress have been 
modelled.

Mitigation will include proposed screen planting to 
reduce views and the use of noise barriers and low 
noise surfacing.
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Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be significant beneficial effects 
on two NMU routes and development land; 

• Non-significant benefits for local 
economy and employment, vehicle 
travellers and human health; and

• No significant effects on private dwellings, 
community assets or rural enterprises.

What are the effects during construction? 

Emissions will be produced from the production 
of construction materials and those emitted onsite 
through construction activities, including emissions 
from diesel-fuelled construction plant. Mitigation 
measures will include exploring potential low carbon 
solutions (including technologies, materials and 
products) to minimise resource consumption and 
maximise re-using and / or refurbishing existing assets.

With regard to the vulnerability of the Scheme to 
climate change, construction of this Scheme is not 
expected to be sufficiently far into the future for the 
climate to change so significantly that construction 
related impacts will be different to those expected in 
the current climate. Climate change will therefore not 
intensify construction related impacts and accordingly 
no significant construction effects are identified. 

 Climate

This section summarises the findings of the climate 
chapter for:

• Effects of the Scheme on Climate; and 

• Vulnerability of the Scheme to Climate Change.

What is the existing environment like? 

For effects on climate, the condition of the existing 
environment is based on the quantity of emissions that 
are generated by the existing road users in terms of 
greenhouse gases. 

For vulnerability of the Scheme to climate change, 
the existing environment includes both the current 
climatological conditions as well as projected climate 
changes within the area.

The current climate in Kent is one of relatively mild 
winters and warm summers and the long-term average 
monthly rainfall is lower than the UK average. 

Going forward it is projected that, on average, the 
study area is likely to experience hotter and drier 
summers and warmer, wetter winters. Alongside 
these changes in the average conditions, it is likely 
that climate change will increase the frequency and 
severity of extreme weather events, such as heavy 
rainfall, storms and heatwaves.

cost and frequency of winter road maintenance and 
improved driver safety. The increased risk of heat 
waves could lead to increased deformation and 
rutting of road surfaces as well as expansion joints 
and cracking in concrete pavements and thermal 
expansion in bridges. Higher rainfall is also predicted 
which can lead to flooding which can damage roads 
and pavements and reduce safety. 

During operation, mitigation measures will include 
more regular maintenance and preventative action, 
emergency planning and early warning systems. 
Following mitigation there will be only one effect that 
has a moderate or greater residual significance. 
This relates to an expected increase in road traffic 
accident rates during projected drier hotter summers. 
This is attributable to increased solar glare, more 
people being out (particularly in the evening), more 
pedestrians and bikes on the road and an increase 
in particulates on the road surface reducing skid 
resistance. This effect cannot be mitigated by changes 
to the Scheme’s design and would be equally present 
if the Scheme were not constructed - although the risk 
would apply to fewer drivers as the Scheme will allow 
more traffic movements. The residual risk therefore 
remains significant reflecting the inherent increased 
risks that all drivers are exposed to when they choose 
to drive in the summer months. However, although 
this effect is significant it should be noted that drivers 
would be exposed to the same risks with or without the 
Scheme. Therefore, the existing risk of driving in the 
summer is unchanged.

Summary of construction assessment:

• There will be no significant effects on 
climate from emissions; and 

• No significant effects of climate change on 
the Scheme.

Summary of operational assessment:

• There will be no significant effects 
on climate from emissions; and 

• No significant climate vulnerability 
effects will occur although it is noted that 
existing significant elevated accident 
rates during warmer drier weather will 
be maintained during the Scheme’s 
operation. This cannot be mitigated since 
it reflects the inherent increased risks 
that all drivers are exposed to when they 
choose to drive in the summer months.

 Assessment of Cumulative Effects 

What is the existing environment like? 

The baseline for each environmental topic is described 
above in the previous sections. The following proposed 
developments have been shortlisted in the cumulative 
effects assessment:

• Three Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs) – Lower Thames Crossing, 
Tilbury 2, Tilbury Energy Centre. London Resort 
was not included in the shortlist due to critical 
interdependencies between schemes; 

• Eleven developments which include new 
residential, commercial, leisure, shopping and 
education facilities; and 

• A development to extend and alter the Bluewater 
shopping centre. 

What are the effects during construction? 

In-combination effects

During construction, significant effects will occur at 
numbers 1-11 Ightham Cottages due to demolition. 
Once the properties are vacated and demolished, no 
additional in-combination adverse effects will occur 
at this location. Residents at Hope Cottages will have 
an overall reduction in amenity as a result of noise 
and loss of visual amenity, which are considered to be 
insignificant. Amenity effects are already considered in 
the people and communities chapter in the ES.

Vehicle and NMU travellers may experience disruption 
and changes in journey length, noise and diversions 
and losses of visual amenity, resulting in an overall 
reduction in amenity, although this is assessed as 
significant.

In-combination effects arising from landscape changes 
and disruption affecting ecological receptors are 
assessed within the biodiversity chapter. No additional 
in-combination effects are identified. 

What are the effects during operation? 

Emissions are produced from road users and 
operational energy use (e.g. lighting). Although the 
Scheme will produce emissions, it may cause a 
reduction in emissions compared to not building the 
Scheme, which will in turn result in improvements in 
effects on climate. Mitigation will include designing the 
Scheme to minimise emissions by incorporating NMU 
routes to encourage less car use and the use of low 
energy lighting and traffic management systems.

UK climate projections for the 2050s consider that 
average mean temperatures are likely to increase 
throughout the year leading to warmer winters 
and decreases in mean snowfall rates. Increased 
temperatures are likely to result in a reduction in the 
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Landscape, the water environment, geology and 
soils and heritage assets are unlikely to experience 
in-combination effects in addition to those already 
assessed. 

Cumulative effects

Cumulatively, temporary and permanent non- adverse 
effects may arise as a result of the Scheme and 
Ebbsfleet Valley development. At Ebbsfleet Valley, 
adverse cumulative effects may arise largely because 
of potential loss and removal of cultural heritage assets 
and overall cumulative changes in landscape. Adverse 
effects may also affect amenity (combined noise and 
visual effect) of residents and community assets, whilst 
any highways works may also affect congestion and 
driver stress (people and communities). 

All other developments are considered to have overall 
neutral or non-significant effects. 

Summary of construction assessment:

• The Scheme will result in-combination 
adverse effects that are insignificant and 
temporary; and

• Whilst the Scheme will sufficiently 
mitigate effects from its own construction, 
the overall effects from the level of 
development within the area may result 
in non-significant cumulative effects, due 
to the proximity and large scale of the 
Ebbsfleet Valley development. The extent 
of these effects will be dependent on the 
levels of mitigation proposed by the other 
development.

What are the effects during operation? 

In-combination effects

Overall in-combination effects as a result of the 
Scheme will be non-significant in the opening year 
due to effects on ecological receptors arising from the 
interaction of landscape and biodiversity. In the design 
year (15 years from completion), once mitigation 
measures are taken into account there will be non-
significant beneficial effects.

There will be a neutral effect on humans (residents, 
community and private assets etc). 

NMU may experience non-significant beneficial effects 
due to improved north-south connections through 
NMU route improvements and improved journey 
experiences. By the design year, proposed planting 
will have established, screening views and mitigating 
the impact of the Scheme on views from NMU and 
vehicle travellers.

Overall, all other travellers will experience in-
combination effects resulting in neutral effects (in 
balance). This assessment is relating to improvements 
for congestion, road safety and amenity of trips, 
and improvements to NMU facilities (beneficial) as 
well as the potential for localised flooding in existing 
groundwater flood risk areas and the removal of some 
NMU routes (adverse) although this will generally be 
balanced with improvements to nearby alternative 
routes.

Ecological receptors will see an in-balance 
improvement by the design year (2038) as a result 
of mitigation measures, although the loss of three 
veteran trees, an irreplaceable habitat, will result in a 
permanent significant effect.

There will be no in-combination effects on the water 
environment, geology and soils, landscape and 
townscape and heritage assets. 

Cumulative effects

In operation non-significant cumulative effects 
have been assessed, these primarily relate to the 
high levels of development across the Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation area, which are anticipated 
to provide new services, facilities and improve 
quality of amenities. These benefits will principally 
be experienced by local residents as well as 
local employment and business opportunities.

In operation, and following the establishment of 
mitigation measures, an overall neutral effect, and no 
significant cumulative effects with other developments 
will occur for all other topic areas (Air Quality, Noise, 
Road Drainage and Water Environment, Geology 
and Soils). 

There will be only significant beneficial and non-
significant adverse or neutral effects in the operation 
phase and therefore no further mitigation is required 
beyond that which has already been proposed.

Summary of operational assessment:

• The Scheme may cause some temporary 
adverse effects in the opening year, 
however, these are not significant. 
Beneficial effects may be realised by the 
design year; 

• No significant adverse effects will occur 
for cumulative developments in the 
operational phase; and

• Significant beneficial effects may occur as 
a result of the cumulative development in 
the area.

What happens next 

The Compulsory Purchase Orders and Side 
Roads Orders have been made and published by 
Highways England and have been submitted to the 
Secretary of State for confirmation. The Line Order 
has been prepared in draft and submitted to the 
Secretary of State for making.

Until 28th March 2019, any objection or representation 
can be made to the Orders, in writing, to:

The Secretary of State for Transport 
National Transport Casework Team 
Department for Transport 
Tyneside House  
Skinnerburn Road  
Newcastle Business Park 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 7AR

or by email to: nationalcasework@dft.gov.uk

stating the title of the Scheme and, if relevant, the 
grounds of objection.

Following the expiration of the representation period 
the Secretary of State will decide whether the Orders 
should be confirmed, with or without modifications. 
If objections are received the Secretary of State will 
consider whether an inquiry is to be held before they 
make their decision, which in the event of an inquiry 
will be after consideration of the inspector’s report 
and recommendations.
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