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Welcome. In this edition of
the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester
Dualling scheme newsletter,
we provide a project update
and information about ongoing
work. We hope you find it as
interesting as this surprise
visitor to the project.

Project update
We recently updated the scheme web page
to let you know that the decision deadline for
the Development Consent Order (DCO) had
been extended to 17 July 2020. This date was
confirmed by the Secretary of State for Transport,
and means that the decision over whether to grant
planning permission for the scheme should be
announced by then.

What’s next?
We’re continuing to progress the scheme with
the expectation that it will get DCO approval.
Our team is carrying out surveys and working
on the final detailed design for the scheme.
We now anticipate starting on site in early 2021.
This is later than planned due to the extended
DCO process and the need for specific
environmental activities to be done at certain
A fox cub checks out one of our ecologist’s
clipboards during a recent survey

times of the year. We will keep you and the local
community updated as our plans develop.

Introducing Galliford Try
The construction company Galliford Try were
appointed to deliver the scheme in November
2019. They’re one of the UK’s leading construction
groups, working to improve the UK’s built
environment and delivering lasting change for the
communities they work in.
They have a portfolio of road projects that
have contributed substantially to the national
infrastructure network, delivering Highways
England and local authority schemes.
The dedicated A303 Sparkford to Ilchester team
have a wide range of skills and experience
needed for road design and construction.
As well as experienced specialists, they employ
graduates just starting their careers. They will
also be looking to recruit apprentices when
construction starts.
A wide range of suppliers are also needed
to deliver the project. At present the scheme
designers, Sweco, are working on the detail of the
scheme including surveys and construction plans.
HW Martin are also working with us to provide
traffic management for road surveys. They’re also
developing the traffic management plan for the
construction phase.
The team comes from a diverse range of
backgrounds, many live in Somerset, and they’re
all looking forward to delivering a project that will
provide lasting benefits for the local community
and road users.

Working in challenging times
The coronavirus pandemic has been a
challenging time for everyone and as a project
team we have had to find new ways of working.
By embracing the latest communications
technology and adopting new safety
precautions we have managed to maintain
progress on the project.

Members of the Galliford Try team having an online meeting with Highways
England’s project manager Elliot Hayes (bottom right)

Two members of our project team explain:

Roland Parsloe, A303 Project Team
“My job is to ensure the project controls
are working effectively. Since moving to
remote working I can see the team have
adapted well. The 9am check in meeting
has enabled a structured start to the
day, a bit of virtual office banter and an
effective means to communicate important
information across the team.
“The A303 has been fortunate in some
ways in that the current delivery stage of
the project has allowed a switch to remote
working relatively easily.
“Critical survey works have been
progressing and it’s been reassuring
to hear the daily reports about
teams complying with the distancing
requirements.
“With the shift in working for the A303
I think many people have seen that our
projects can progress and we can work
remotely. I appreciate that much of what
we do requires on site presence, but
after many years of working to implement
effective segregation between people and
site machinery, construction is in a very
strong place to take this a step further and
maintain social distancing rules.”

Working in challenging times continued...

Adrian Rugman, leads the traffic
management for HW Martin, a member of
our supply chain: “We’re working hard to
deliver a safe, free-flowing road network, 24
hours a day, severn days a week and this
hasn’t changed during these difficult times.
“Our workforce adapted fantastically well to
the situation and supported the delivery of
goods and services, incident response and
critical works in an admirable way.
“We have been working closely with
Galliford Try and the project team partners
to support the surveying works and keep
the delivery programme on target. With
a revised programme to allow for social
distancing measures on the various sites,
we were able to divide the disciplines on
site whilst maintaining safety and
minimising disruption.”

Working with, and supporting,
local communities

Ecology surveys underway on the A303

Galliford Try aims to have a positive impact
on the communities living near to its projects.
Even in these challenging times they’ve been
fundraising for local organisations.

Since mid-April our ecology team has been out
on site completing a series of ecology surveys to
assist with the ongoing monitoring of the wildlife
on the A303 scheme. These surveys allow us
to plan the relocation of wildlife habitats when
construction starts.

Inspired by Captain (now Colonel) Tom - who
rose millions of pounds for charity by walking
laps of his garden - they decided to raise
money for The Lords Larder, a foodbank in
South Somerset. This organisation provides
food parcels through recognised agencies to
those people who really need help. The team
raised £400 by running laps around their
gardens, having questionable home haircuts
and selling unwanted possessions online. We
sincerely hope that it makes life a little easier for
people who may be struggling at the moment.

Some of the highlights from the survey have been
watching the bluebells come into flower and the
woodland areas becoming carpeted in wild garlic.
Whilst carrying out evening bat surveys barn owls
were seen hunting along field verges.
One of the highlights of the last few weeks was
stumbling across some newly born fox cubs. It is
likely they had only been out of the den for a few
days and they showed no sense of fear as they
explored the wider habitat. After they had finished
playing, all the cubs retreated safely back down
into the den.

The Lord’s Larder has helped more than 3,000 people
by supplying food parcels during the lockdown.

One of the fox cubs seen during the survey.

Vehicle checks campaign
With many people staying at home because
of the coronavirus pandemic, there have been
significantly fewer vehicles on the roads in recent
times. As things start to return to a ‘new normal’
and lockdown is eased though, we’ve seen
increasing numbers on the road once again.
To tie into this, we’ve been re-running our vehicle
checks campaign, to make sure that anyone who
does need to travel, has given their car a proper
once over first.

If you are heading out, please make sure you:
 Check tyres
Before setting off on a long/significant journey,
check your tyre pressures are suitable for the
load. Also check the condition of your tyres,
including the spare. Look out for cuts or wear
and make sure the tyres have a minimum tread
depth of 1.6mm, which is the legal limit.
 Check engine oil
Use your dipstick to check oil regularly and
before any long journey, and top up if needed.
Take your car back to the garage if you’re
topping up more than usual.
 Check water
To ensure you have good visibility, always keep
your screen wash topped up so you can clear
debris or dirt off your windscreen.
 Check lights
If your indicators, hazard lights, headlights,
fog lights, reverse lights or brake lights are not
functioning properly, you are putting yourself
and your family at risk. In addition, light
malfunctions can be a reason for your vehicle
to fail its MoT.
 Check fuel
Before setting out, check your fuel levels
and make sure you have enough to get to
your destination.

More tips, including ‘how to’ videos are available online at:

www.think.gov.uk/campaign/vehicle-safety-checks/

Scheme timeline
Date

Event

2014

Scheme included in the Roads Investment Strategy

2015 - 2016

Route identification

15 February - 29 March 2017

Non-statutory consultation on route options

October 2017

Announcement of preferred route

26 January - 9 March 2018

Statutory consultation on preferred route

27 July 2018

Submitted application for Development Consent Order (DCO)

July 2020

DCO decision due

2021

Start of Works, subject to the DCO gaining consent

2023/24

Open to traffic (anticipated)

For further information on the scheme:
A303sparkfordtoilchesterdualling@highwaysengland.co.uk
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester
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