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Investing in the A47
The A47 is an important connection linking the cities of Norwich and
Peterborough, the towns of Wisbech, Kings Lynn, Dereham, Great Yarmouth
and Lowestoft and a succession of villages in what is largely a rural area.

As part of a multi-billion investment to improve journeys on England’s major
A-roads and motorways, the Government is funding a package of six
projects on the 115-mile stretch of the A47 between Peterborough and Great
Yarmouth. Together, the proposals will relieve congestion and improve the
reliability of journey times for drivers.

The projects include converting almost eight miles of single carriageway to
dual carriageway and improving key junctions along the A47 road.

The other A47 road improvement projects are: 
n A47 Wansford to Sutton dualling 
n A47/A141 Guyhirn junction 
n A47/A11 Thickthorn junction Improvements 
n A47 Blofield to North Burlingham dualling 
n A47 Great Yarmouth junction



Why are the North Tuddenham to Easton 
improvements needed?

The section from North Tuddenham to Easton is located on the 
A47 to the west of Norwich, and forms part of the main arterial 
highway route connecting Norwich and Great Yarmouth to Kings 
Lynn, and then on to Peterborough, Leicester and the Midlands.

Studies have identified that the single carriageway section of the road no 
longer meets the needs of its users. It acts as a bottle neck, resulting in 
congestion that leads to longer journey times and has a poor safety record.

Project benefits

By delivering these improvements to the junction, we aim to:

n help enable regional development and growth in Norwich and its
surrounding area

n reduce congestion, make journey times more reliable and provide
capacity for future traffic growth

n improve resilience of the road to cope with incidents such as collisions,
breakdowns and maintenance

n  improve safety for all road users and those living in the local area

n protect the environment by minimising any adverse impacts and where
possible, deliver benefits

n ensure the new road layout considers local communities and safe
access to the A47

n provide a safer route between communities for walkers, cyclists, horse
riders  and other non-motorist groups
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How you’ve been involved

Between March and April 2017, we held a 
non-statutory public consultation to get your 
views on four different proposals to dual 
the A47 between North Tuddenham and 
Easton. That feedback showed us the public’s 
most popular route  and we announced the 
preferred route in August 2017. Since then, 
we have continued to develop the design, 
with traffic flow and safety as top priorities. 

Between February and April 2020, we held 
a statutory public consultation to share our 
revised proposals. As well as our consultation 
documentation being available online, we held 
six public consultation events. Documents, 
brochures and response forms were available 
in local libraries and at the county council 
offices in Norwich. Over 400 responses were 
received during the consultation period.

The statutory consultation was originally 
scheduled to close on 8 April after a six-
week period. However, in the light of the 
coronavirus pandemic and accompanying 
lockdown, the consultation was extended to 
30 April 2020 to allow extra time for the public 
to respond to the statutory consultation.
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What’s happened since the statutory consultation?  

We’ve listened and taken into account your feedback from the 2020 
consultation and have made some changes to the proposals. In addition, the 
design has also taken into account detailed discussions on how construction 
can have the least impact on the local community and the environment.

Following the consultation feedback, engagement with the local authority and 
affected local parishes, we have made the following new proposed changes 
to our plans:   

 n added an underpass for traffic, walkers and cyclists at Mattishall Lane 

 n removed the Church Lane underpass and link road 

 n closed Berry’s Lane to through traffic 

 n changed the Wood Lane southern junction into Dereham to reuse more of 
the existing A47 road 

 n altered the proposed River Tud bridge as a result of conversations with 
the Environment Agency 

 n added a walking and cycling link from Honingham to St Andrews Church 
via an underpass under the A47 

 n relocated the Norwich Road Junction 150m eastwards to reduce the new 
road’s impact on the church and keep the farm access 

 n reconfigured the proposed northern roundabout at Norwich Road junction 
to link to Taverham Road and removed the road to Easton 

 n closed Blind Lane to through traffic 

 n created a new walking and cycling route between Easton and Lower 
Easton 

 n closed the existing walking route at Easton over the dual carriageway 

 n added earth banks to reduce traffic noise  

 n added a wetland drainage zone to improve biodiversity

Air quality monitoring Completed Spring 2020

Ground investigations Completed Autumn 2020

Ecological surveys Completed Autumn 2020  

Drainage surveys Completed Winter 2020

Archaeological trenching Completed Autumn 2020

Ground water monitoring Ongoing Winter 2020

Water quality monitoring Ongoing Spring 2021

Baseline noise surveys Completed Autumn 2020

Walking, cycling and horse riding surveys Completed Summer 2020
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Our proposed design 

Our revised layout that we intend to submit for planning approval includes:
� 9km of new dual carriageway, running to the south of the existing A47 at

Hockering and north of the existing A47 at Honingham

� removing the existing roundabout at Easton to create a free-flowing road

� building four bridges carrying the A47 over the new  Mattishall Lane link
road, the proposed Wood Lane junction, River Tud and the proposed
Norwich Road junction

� connecting Sandy Lane to the A47 via a new side road with access to the
new Wood Lane junction

� moving utility pipes and cables

� two new lay-bys on the A47 between Fox Lane and the proposed Wood
Lane junctions

� closure of Church Lane, Berry’s Lane, Blind Lane, Church Road/Ringland
Road to through traffic

� keeping the existing A47 for local use and new routes for walkers, cyclists
and horse riders alongside the A47 where possible, with abandoned
sections  to be landscaped

� constructing a new underpass for walkers and cyclists to the west of the
proposed Norwich Road junction keeping north – south connectivity as
the proposed A47 cuts across an existing public right of way

� a new separate route for walkers  and cyclists linking Honingham with St
Andrews Church via an underpass below the A47

� a new separate route for walkers and cyclists linking Easton with Lower
Easton via a bridge over the A47

� new drainage systems, including pollution control

� compounds, storage areas and temporary vehicle parking whilst
construction is taking place

We are continuing to talk to Anglian Water, British Telecom, National Grid 
and UKPN to plan for any cable or pipe diversions that may be needed as a 
result of our proposals. 

Norfolk County Council has announced the preferred route for their Norwich 
Western Link (NWL) (www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl) in July 2020. We are part of 
the NWL local liaison group to ensure a joined-up approach. As part of our 
submission to the planning inspectorate we will be including a temporary 
closure of Honingham Lane to through traffic at Ringland until a decision is 
made on the NWL.  
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Protecting the environment 

Protecting the environment is a key consideration in our A47 North 
Tuddenham to Easton proposals. Our Environmental surveys and 
assessments have been developed and our proposals are included in the 
design where practical. We have engaged with key statutory consultees 
including the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England to 
inform the environmental impact assessment (EIA) process. This engagement 
is ongoing and is helping to identify practical measures to reduce the 
environmental effects and deliver wider benefits such as protecting wildlife 
and their habitats and controlling noise for residents in Noise Action Planning 
Areas as shown on the scheme plan.

Measures include: 
� creating new replacement habitats, including new nesting and roosting

sites for birds

� ensuring the foraging routes of bats and providing new bat boxes in
woodland areas

� using earth banks, noise fences and low noise road surfaces to help
reduce road traffic noise for nearby properties

� new walking, cycling and horse riding routes with safe crossing points

� adopting approaches to ensure heritage and archaeological sites are
excavated, recorded and understood

� planting trees, hedgerows and wild flowers to help settle the road into the
landscape and protect and enhance the local wildlife

� using fences to protect wildlife such as badgers from cars and
other vehicles

� creating wetland habitats at two drainage basins

� creating new wildlife habitats and improving the biodiversity of Oak Farm
and Hockering streams which are crossed by the new road

� providing safe mammal crossing points through mammal ledges in
culverts and badger tunnels

� relocation of great crested newts and water voles during construction to
protect these species
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Protected species
Great crested newts, water voles and bats are protected species under 
European and UK law.

Great crested newts
Before construction starts ecologists will be relocated great crested newts 
to ensure the protection of this species. This will involve the installation of 
temporary newt fencing and daily capturing and translocation of newts.

Water voles  
Water voles are protected and a priority conservation species. We will move 
water voles to a suitable area before construction starts. 

Bats
The scheme design includes mature tree planting, bat boxes and other 
protective measures for bats.
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Site compounds

We will need several construction site compounds along the route to safely 
construct and deliver the scheme. These are shown on the map on page 8
These will be the bases for the construction teams and where we will securely 
store the construction equipment and materials.

Our contractors are part of the Considerate Constructors scheme which 
means that they sign up to care about appearance, respect the community, 
protect the environment, secure everyone’s safety and value their workforce.
Additionally, in line with the construction industry’s aim to have a net zero 
carbon footprint, our construction site will look to include ideas such as:
n solar powered cabins and infrastructure
n electric site vehicles and charging points
n rainwater collection and reuse
n energy efficient cabins
n safeguarding the environment
n recycling facilities
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About Development 
Consent Orders
This scheme is classed as a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 
2008. This means that we are required to make 
an application for a Development Consent Order 
to obtain permission to construct the road. 
The application will be made to the Planning 
Inspectorate who will examine the application 
including holding some hearings in public and 
then make a recommendation to the Secretary 
of State for Transport who will decide on whether 
the project will go ahead. We intend to submit our 
application in early 2021 and if approved,  
we expect the road to be open for traffic in 
2024/25. 
More information about the Development Consent 
Order process can be found on the Planning 
Inspectorate’s website at  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,please call  
0300 123 5000 or email: A47NorthTuddenhamtoEastonRIS@highwaysengland.co.uk and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2020.

You may re-use this information (not including logos) 
free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms 
of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/ 
open-government-licence/
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Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
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