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The scheme
The A5036 between the Switch Island
Interchange and Princess Way is a key
commuter route, as well as the main
access connecting the Port of Liverpool
with the motorway network.
The road currently suffers from severe
congestion, which causes delays, safety issues,
and environmental concerns. The Port of
Liverpool is set to become even busier with the
opening of Liverpool2, which will add to the
pressure on the A5036.

Congestion at the junction of the A5036 and Copy Lane

The proposed bypass will take traffic away from
communities by Church Road and Dunnings
Bridge Road, reducing congestion at junctions
and along local roads.
Improving the A5036 will make journeys safer,
quicker and more reliable as well as improving
local life and regional economic growth.

Our key aims for the scheme are to:
 improve traffic conditions
 improve safety on the route for all road users
and road workers
 minimise environmental impacts and
protect/enhance the environment
 support economic growth
 improve accessibility and integration
 reduce future maintenance requirements
 Provide value for money

Congestion at the junction of the A5036 and Park Lane
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The story so far
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We considered a range of factors before
deciding on the preferred route, including the
effectiveness of the different options in reducing
congestion, cost and environmental and human
impacts.
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We announced our preferred route for the
A5036 Port of Liverpool Access scheme in
September 2017, following public consultation.
This is a new dual carriageway bypass through
Rimrose Valley, as shown in the diagram to the
right, and improvements to the existing route.
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In 2015, the Government instructed Highways
England to look at options for tackling the issue.
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Heavy congestion on the A5036 has
been a serious problem for some time,
and many solutions have been
considered over the years to alleviate
the problem. This has included
widening junctions, amending traffic
signals and consideration of non-road
solutions.

Congestion at Copy Lane
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Taking these factors into account, a bypass
remains the best solution to relieve the pressure
on the existing road and provide additional
capacity to deal with anticipated traffic growth
arising from future housing and business growth
in the area.
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Developing our
scheme
We now need to develop the design of
the ‘preferred route’ announced in
2017. We are in the process of
contracting Kier Highways Ltd to help
us with this and with the delivery of the
key aims of the scheme.
Kier Highways will design and build the new
bypass, the junctions connecting it to the rest of
the network and the required structures, such as
footbridges. They will also design and install
appropriate traffic signals, lighting and drainage.
We will ensure that environmental impacts are
accounted for and mitigated where possible
during the design of the scheme. We will plan
our works carefully so that they are controlled
properly, minimising the impact on local
communities and reducing our waste.

Heavy traffic at Park Lane

To do this, we need to carry out traffic surveys
and modelling, ground investigation surveys,
and a range of environmental surveys to help us
to fully understand all the environmental aspects
of the scheme.
We have commissioned Kier Highways to
undertake these surveys.

Congestion along Park Lane
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Environmental
surveys

A water vole

We need to balance the need to build
the new bypass with consideration for
the environment. Understanding the
impact of our scheme on the
environment and local communities
is very important to us.
To achieve this balance, we need to better
understand what the environment is like now
on the existing A5036 and in Rimrose Valley.
Kier Highways will carry out a range of
environmental surveys, building on knowledge
gained earlier in the scheme’s development.

Otter

Most of these surveys will involve surveyors
walking over areas of the valley observing and
recording conditions.
We will need to install air quality and noise
monitoring equipment around the A5036 and
Rimrose Valley for the air and noise surveys.
This equipment will be left on site for the
duration of the surveys.

Noise monitoring equipment

Air quality monitoring equipment

Cettis Warbler
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Ground
investigation
and other
surveys
We need to carry out ground
investigation work and other surveys
over the next few months to understand
the conditions on the A5036 and within
Rimrose Valley.
The ground investigation surveys will involve
drilling boreholes and digging trial trenches at
several locations throughout Rimrose Valley.
We will need to use some large plant equipment
and create a temporary site compound to do this.
The trial trenches will be approximately 3 metres
by 3 metres, and we will fill them in on the day
they are excavated.
Boreholes will be approximately 60cm to 80cm
in diameter and 10 to 30 metres deep.

Traffic on the A5036

generate some noise. This will not be for
extended periods and we will carry this work out
during normal daytime working hours.
We anticipate that we will need to dig boreholes
and trial trenches in around 18 separate
locations in Rimrose Valley.
This investigation work will provide us with
valuable information about conditions above and
below ground in Rimrose Valley, including normal
water levels and the geological make-up of the
site. With a better understanding of the
conditions, we will be able to assess what is
best in different areas of the valley and this will
feed into the decision making and design of the
proposed bypass.

Most boreholes will be needed for a few days
before we can fill them in. Some boreholes will
be needed for longer and will have equipment
left in them to measure water levels. All open
boreholes will be fenced off and secured when
left, and will be filled in as soon as we’re
finished.
Both drilling boreholes and digging trial pits
involves using heavy machinery and will

An example of a drilling rig

An example of a borehole cover
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Our programme
of surveys
Our programme of surveys:
 Environmental surveys


Vegetation surveys – September 2019



Habitat surveys – September - October 2019



Wintering birds surveys – September 2019 - April 2020



Otter surveys – November 2019 - June 2020



Bat roost inspections – November 2019



Landscape surveys – Winter 2019-20



Water supplies surveys – October 2019



Cultural heritage surveys – October 2019 - April 2020



Noise surveys – January - March 2020



Air quality surveys – November 2019 - October 2020

 Ground investigation and other surveys


Ground investigation surveys – October - December 2019



Traffic surveys – October - December 2019



CCTV/existing drainage survey –
November - December 2019



Topographical & utilities surveys –
October 2019 - January 2020

A survey being carried out
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What next?

HGVs using the A5036

The next step in the scheme development
is to produce a proposed design that
incorporates the survey data, community
insight and scheme objectives.
As part of this process, we will consult again
with the community, residents, Rimrose Valley
users and other stakeholders on the emerging
design. We aim to hold this consultation during
the first half of 2020.

Options

1

Option
identification

2

Option
selection

Scheme options
consultation
January /
February 2017

Project
initiated
2015

We will then need to apply for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) to allow us to build the
scheme. We aim to submit the DCO application
in late 2020. The DCO process will give
everyone a chance to formally comment on our
proposals.
Please see the DCO video at this exhibition
which explains a bit more about the process.

Development

3

Preliminary
design

Consultation
on emerging
design early
2020

4

Statutory
procedures
and powers

Planning
application
submission
late 2020

Construction

5

Construction
preparation

Secretary of
State decision
– expected
early 2022

Surveys and
public information
exhibitions
October 2019

Preferred route
announcement
September 2017

Start of works
2022

6

Construction
commissioning
and handover

7
Close out

Scheme
completed
2025

Evaluation
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Commonplace
Commonplace is an online, community engagement tool
we are using for this scheme to gather insight around the
use of Rimrose Valley Park.
The map-based facility allows members of the public to comment
on the area within the valley so we can understand what is
important to you about your area.
We are particularly interested in how you use Rimrose Valley Park,
and which facilities or amenities you particularly like or think could
be improved.
Commonplace is available on our A5036 Port of Liverpool web
page – https://highwaysengland.co.uk/a5036-port-of-liverpool

Further information
You can find further information about the scheme on our
webpage, where you can also sign up for alerts to receive
updates about the scheme’s development.
The web address is
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/a5036-port-of-liverpool
If you have specific questions or comments about the scheme
you can email the project team at:
A5036PortofLiverpool@highwaysengland.co.uk
You can also contact us by calling the Highways England
customer contact centre on 0300 123 5000

Other Highways England
improvements in your area

Making
journeys
better in
Merseyside
As well as looking at ways to reduce
congestion on the A5036, we have
improved journeys and safety for the
90,000 motorists who travel through
nearby Switch Island every day. It is one
of the busiest junctions in England, where
the M57, M58 and three A roads all meet.
The £5 million project has introduced:
 new five-metre high traffic lights which tower
above HGVs and buses so drivers behind
them can clearly see when the lights change
 175 airport-runway-style LED studs which
mark out lanes, helping motorists stay in the
correct one and automatically switch on
when traffic lights are green
 a resurfaced section of road that helps with
braking and is skid resistant
 new overhead signs which clearly display
lane destinations
 a new cycle path which joins up with the
existing path alongside the A5036 Dunnings
Bridge Road

