
Westwood roundabout set to open
Since March 2020, we’ve been increasing the 
capacity at Westwood roundabout to help reduce 
congestion and improve the flow of traffic.We’ve done 
this by adding a lane to some of the approaches as 
well as to the roundabout itself. And we’ll be installing 
traffic lights to manage peak congestion, and adding 
pedestrian crossings on the A61 exit heading north, 
and the A616 exit heading east to improve safety.

But the end is in sight. We’re pleased to confirm that 
the work will be complete and all the roadworks will 
be removed by the end of February 2021. 

We’d like to thank everyone for their continued 
patience throughout the work while we carried out 
these vital improvements. 

As part of the improvements we’ve:

 � Installed 469 metres of new drainage

 � Installed 986 metres of new kerbing 

 � Laid 9,524 square metres of resurfacing 

 � Painted 1,600 metres of new white lining 

 � Installed 472 metres of new/improved safety barrier 

 � Installed 19 new street lights and 39 new traffic 
signals

This scheme was originally part of the Trans-Pennine 
Upgrade Programme which also consisted of the 
Mottram Moor and the A57(T) link roads. During 
November and December 2020, we held a public 
consultation on the updated design of the A57 Link 
Roads project, and we received over 1,000 responses. 

Now that our consultation has closed, we’ll review all 
of the feedback we received, and make any changes 
to the design if necessary. We’re due to start on the 
project in 2023, subject to planning approval. Head to 
our webpage for more information about this project 

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A57-Upgrade

At Highways England we believe in a connected country. We operate, maintain and 
improve England’s motorways and major A-roads. We are currently delivering £15 billion of 
investment across our network, the largest investment in a generation, to ensure our roads 
are dependable, durable and, most importantly, safe.
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A628 maintenance 
improvements
Over the last nine months we’ve been carrying out 

a series of maintenance improvements along the 

13.5-mile stretch. 

Wall repairs: We’ve completed repairs to five 

walls on the route. This has been carried out under 

temporary traffic lights and in some instances our 

contractors had to install scaffolding so they could 

safely access them from the other side so we 

could keep disruption to a minimum for drivers.

Drainage: We’ve installed all eight of our new 

drainage pipes running across the width of the 

carriageway. The work was carried out to prevent 

flooding on the A628 which was coming down 

from the Peak District National Park. We installed 

933 metres of new drainage, 1,200 metres of new 

road markings, 140 new reflective road studs and 

130 metres of new kerbing.

Stability work: We’ve been working on the 

embankment near to Longside removing the 

damaged gabion baskets, replacing the damaged 

soil nails and steel wire mesh and reconstructing 

the pile foundations which were damaged after an 

accident.

Resurfacing: Over the course of the year we’ve 

also resurfaced nine miles of the A628 which will 

provide drivers with smoother and safer journeys. 

This has also included some high friction surfacing 

which will further improve safety for drivers.

Technology improvements 
are underway

Work on the technology 
improvements began in 
October 2020 and are due 
to finish in summer 2021.

To improve journey reliability and provide drivers with 

up to date, real-time information, we’re installing a 

series of variable message signs (VMS) at points 

along the A57, A628, A61 and A61. Each will be 

controlled automatically from the Regional Operations 

Centre in Wakefield. We’re also installing CCTV and 

upgrading the two existing closure gates on the 

A628 Woodhead Pass, and installing a new gate at 

Dunford Bridge, to prevent drivers from getting 

caught between the gates when the road is closed.

VMS 
No Location Carriageway

1 Mottram Moor/Coach Road Eastbound

2 A628/Church Street Eastbound

3 A628 Woodhead approach Eastbound

4 A628 Dog and Partridge Westbound

5 Dunford Bridge Southbound

6
Flouch roundabout Westbound 
approach Westbound

7 Stocksbridge East Westbound

8 A616 Westwood approach Westbound

9 A61 Westwood approach Westbound

An example of what the new closure 
gates will look like

An example of what the variable 
message signs will look like

We’ve carried out ground investigations, installed 

below ground power supplies, altered the footpaths 

slightly, put in the above ground signs, gates and 

CCTV, and installed the safety barriers to protect 

both the road user and our equipment. 

So far, we’ve completed the below ground 

work at VMS sites 4 and 8, and started work at 

VMS sites 7 and 9. We’ve also constructed an 

additional maintenance layby at VMS site 7 and 

started to create those at VMS sites 8 and 9. 

Once all the signs have been installed, 

a period of equipment testing will follow: 

however, construction dates and durations 

are subject to favourable weather 

conditions, as well as any number of 

external factors beyond our control.

To make sure we can carry out this work 

safely, we’ll need to install temporary two-

way traffic lights which will be in place for 

all excavation work.

The installation of the signs, gates and 

CCTV will take place at night under full 

closures. The exact dates and times 

will be advertised in advance via our 

website and social media channels, 

and well signed diversion routes will 

be in operation.

VMS locations
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What we’re doing at the A616/A61 Westwood roundabout
Congestion is a big problem at Westwood 
roundabout, and unless we do something about it, 
it will get worse as traffic increases over time. We’re:

 � Installing additional lanes on the approaches to 
the roundabout 

 � Adding an extra lane on the roundabout 

 � Adding traffic lights to manage peak congestion 
on all approaches but for Maple Road 

 � And, installing two pedestrian crossings on the 
north side of the A61

Over the next 
three months

This work will be starting on the A628 between 

Crowden and Tintwistle on Monday 1 February, it 

will last around ten weeks. We’ll be carrying out 

the majority of the work using 24/7 temporary 

traffic lights, although we’ll need a full weekend 

closure and five overnight closures to complete 

excavation and piling work.  

Salter’s Brook will be carried out using 24/7 

temporary traffic lights and will be starting in 

March for around two months. 

To carry out the work on the A616 we’ll be closing 

the route for potentially three weekends and using 

24/7 temporary traffic lights. This work is expected 

to last four weeks. There will also be a week’s 

worth of overnight closure.

The weekend closures are as follows and will start 

from 8pm on Friday until 6am on Monday: 

Friday 5 March to Monday 8 March (A628) 

Friday 19 March to Monday 22 March (A616)

Friday 26 March to Monday 29 March (A616) 

Friday 9 April to Monday 12 April 

      (A616 contingency) 

Further details will be sent closer to the time 

when each scheme is due to start and will be 

available on the Highways England website 

and on our social media accounts including the 

diversion routes. Please see the contact us panel 

below.

Find out more

0300 123 5000

Follow us @HighwaysYorks or 
@HighwaysNWest using #Westwood 
#A628 #A616

WestwoodandTechnology@
highwaysengland.co.uk

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/ 
a61-westwood

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-
work/yorkshire-and-north-east/
a628-maintenance-and-improvement-
programme/

A616/A61 (T) Westwood roundabout 
and technology

A628 maintenance schemes

We’ve still got some work to 
complete on the A628 which 
includes stabilisation work 
between Crowden and Tintwistle, 
replacing the safety barrier at 
Salter’s Brook and we’ve some 
got drainage improvements to 
complete on the A616 around the 
Stocksbridge area.

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a61-westwood
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a61-westwood

