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The bridge in numbers

Introduction

The bits you can’t see
I am very proud to have been part of the team
to deliver Murdoch’s Connection. It is a stunning
structure, one the people of Hull can be very proud
of and which will complement this magnificent city.

EACH DRIVEN
(platform) PILE

It will make a huge difference to the movement of
pedestrians between the city centre and marina

is able to support
the weight of a
Boeing 747 Airliner

and be a place where people can meet, relax and
appreciate the stunning surroundings.

EACH PILE
FOUNDATION
THAT
SUPPORTS
THE
BRIDGE IS

1,500mm WIDE
thats the width of
a king size bed

THE CONCRETE
PILES WOULD BE
580m LONG

the same
length as six
football pitches

James Leeming
Senior project manager

THE STEEL PILES
WOULD BE
450m LONG
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THE TOTAL
HEIGHT OF
THE STRUCTURE

47m

FROM THE BOTTOM
OF THE DEEPEST
FOUNDATION TO
THE TOP OF THE
STEEL CANOPY

which is two metres
taller than Hull Minster
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Working in partnership with

the same
length as five
football pitches

The steel

Public realm

Concrete

THE BRIDGE HAS
THE CAPACITY TO
SUPPORT 15 Tonnes

LANDSCAPING HAS
BEEN PLANTED WITH
ALDER BUCKTHORN

1,700m
OF CONCRETE
WAS USED IN THE
CONSTRUCTION

Other
The project was built on land deemed at ‘high risk’
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of unexploded bombs. This is due to the heavy
bombing Hull experienced during World War Two
and so magnetic probes had to be driven into the
ground that detected metallic objects (bombs). None
were found and piling and digging work could take
place safely.

which is the same as

20 modern day F1 cars

THE NEW BRIDGE
IS 60m LONG AND
WEIGHS 150 Tonnes
0

60m

This promotes butterfly
species. Assisting with Hull’s
ambition to become the
country’s first

‘Butterfly City’

It took a total over
200,000 hours to
complete the project.
This would take a single
person over 100 years
working five days a
week 9am to 5pm.

which would
fill two thirds of an
Olympic sized
swimming pool

EACH GRANITE STEP
WEIGHS THE SAME AS
AN AVERAGE MAN
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We have over 300
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Championing communities

Supporting the local economy

Charity

Working with schools

We’ve been working with local charities to

We’ve been visiting various schools since we’ve

provide help where we can and have raised

been on site including Tweendykes, Kelvin Hall,

over £12,000 for the Hull Homeless Community

Archbishop Sentamu Academy and Newland

Project who were our chosen charity.

School for Girls. From presenting at assemblies,

We also offered some storage space at our

attending business breakfasts, interviewing year 11

site office to allow them to store white goods

pupils to building bridges out of marshmallows and

and furniture. This close relationships with this

spaghetti as well as inviting some of them to site.

charity means that we’ve also been able to

We’d also like to thank pupils at both

offer a receptionist job to one of their recently

Adelaide and Victoria Dock primary schools

re-homed clients. She is now completing her

who produced the artwork to decorate the

apprenticeship in engineering.

fences around the site.

And, some of our team went a step further with

During the Easter holidays we delivered Easter

this by taking part in the Hull 10k marathon at the

eggs to a local foster home and to the charity,

end of June 2019, raising almost £1,000.

Sailors Children.
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We approached local secondary schools with

We set them an essay title of ‘The naming of

Our judging panel made up of Emma Hardy MP,

A public vote which lasted three weeks had more

the exciting opportunity to come up with a new

the bridge – Who inspires me and why?’ and

deputy leader of the Labour group Councillor

than 55,000 votes cast. The judging panel then

name for the bridge and received over 100

we were really impressed by the calibre of the

Daren Hale, CEO of The Deep Katy Duke,

worked with the winner and their school to come

essays from both Newland School for Girls and

entries.

Humber LEP investment programme manager

up with a name for the bridge based on the

Karen Oliver-Spry and members of the internal

winning theme chosen for by you.

Highways England project team really struggled

The final name Murdoch’s Connection was then

The naming of the bridge – Mary Murdoch

to narrow the list down to five.

chosen. To cement the legacy of this great piece

The shortlist included World War Two veteran

of public engagement the team has installed

In spring 2020, a new bridge will open in Hull that will connect Hull city Centre to
the Marina, Waterfront and Fruit Market. The bridge will cross the dual
carriageway of the busy A63 and allow pedestrians and cyclists to cross the road
safely. It will also help with traffic congestion on the A63. It will shape the future
of Hull and improve the lives of the people who live here.
Mary Murdoch also helped shape the future of Hull and improved the lives of the
people who lived here. This is why I believe the bridge should be named after
her. Although Mary Murdoch was born in Scotland, she had a life-long
association with Hull. She was the first woman doctor in the City, a social
campaigner and was a suffragist too. She was also the first woman in Hull to
own a car and earnt a reputation for driving around at speed!
She was born on 26th September 1864 in Elgin in Scotland. In 1893, she was
one of only a handful of women (it was highly unusual for women to train as
doctors at the time) that attended the London School for Medicine for Women.
After graduating, her first appointment was as a House Surgeon at the Victoria
Hospital for Sick Children in Park Street in Hull. She became Hull's first female
G.P. in 1896, after she had been in London for a year.
Mary Murdoch was also involved in several public campaigns, including working
to improve the appalling living conditions of the City. She founded the first creche
in Hull and a school for mothers. She also encouraged male dock workers to
have a more active role in looking after their children. Mary developed a good
understanding of the difficulties faced by the poor in Hull through her work as a
doctor. She realised that problems, such as poor nutrition, hygiene, housing,
precarious employment and child-care were linked. Mary was critical of the poorquality housing in Hull and this got her into trouble with some of Hull's
Councillors as they believed she was portraying Hull in a bad light.

Thomas Ransom, Dr Mary Murdoch who was

three large granite panels on site detailing the

Hull’s first female GP, ‘headscarf revolutionary’

bridge naming process and giving key details

Lillian Bilocca, philanthropist and abolitionist

about Mary herself.

Archbishop Sentamu Academy.
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Mary was also politically active. In 1904, she founded the Hull Women's Suffrage
Society which was part of the National Union of Women's Suffrage Society. Mary
even acted as NUWSS branch delegate during out of town trips, such as when
they visited London and presented petitions to the House of Commons. The
NUWSS’ words not deeds were the way to convince people to grant the vote to
women. However, she disagreed with their policy and decided to join the
Women's Social and Political Union and became a suffragette. Suffragettes
believed in deeds not words.
Mary Murdoch went out to see a patient in dangerous weather and caught
influenza. She died on 20th March 1916. Her car led her funeral and 1000s of
people came to show their respect and gratitude for everything she had done in
Hull. Mary Murdoch was an inspiring person for people in Hull. She was a
resilient, hardworking woman and she never gave up her dreams. She endlessly
fought for what she believed in. No matter what tasks and heralds were thrown
at her, she carried on, determined to change people's lives. She was brave to do
all the things she did and smart, so she succeeded. She was extremely
independent and confident, and she wanted to change Hull for the better. Even
though it was a long time ago, she still inspires people today. Not many people in
Hull have not heard of her, let alone knowing her inspiring story and legacy. This
is why I think the bridge should be named after her. She was a hardworking,
independent woman and I hope that she will carry on inspiring people for many
years to come.

William Wilberforce and Julia Lee, the first
woman to officiate men’s rugby league games in
the United Kingdom.
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The making of Hull’s new
landmark structure
Murdoch’s Connection
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Autumn 2018
Work begins on the
footbridge, clearing the site
ready for the piling to start

2018

Autumn 2018 – spring 2019
Started to install piles to
create the foundations by
drilling them underwater in
the marina and in the ground
in the surrounding area.

Spring 2019 – autumn 2019
All foundations in the marina
have been successfully
installed and concrete
capping work for the precast concrete jetty.

Autumn 2019 – spring 2020
The 60m long and 120
tonnes in weight bridge was
moved successfully into
place

Spring 2020 – autumn 2020
Murdoch’s Connection
received its official name

Winter 2020-21
The bridge is opened
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2021

Designated Funds
What are designated funds

In March 2019 we carried out an

to make way for the docks. Unfortunately,

archaeological dig in an attempt to find

we didn’t find any evidence of the walls,

remains of Hull’s old city walls. It’s thought

but we did manage to learn that the docks

that the walls ran along Humber Dock

were built using large amounts of clay to

Street and were demolished in the 1860s

seal in the water.

surroundings of the strategic road network.

 Innovation
 Environment
 Growth and housing

Between 2015-2020 the designated funds

These funds enable us to provide environmental,

programme was formed of five funds:

South Blockhouse

social and economic benefits to the people,

 Air quality
 Cycling, safety and integration

communities and businesses who live and work

As part of the money available to us to improve
roads, we’ve been given funds to improve the

Hull Minster
We recently contributed a £3.9m grant to make
Hull Minster a hub for the city’s history, heritage
and community.
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Archaeology

alongside the strategic road network.

We recently funded an archaeological dig

see if it is possible to display the building

of the South Blockhouse near The Deep.

permanently. The building was built by

The dig ran for six weeks and assessed the

order of Henry VIII and was the only wall he

condition of the remains of the building to

built outside of the South West.

Spurn Lightship
The Spurn lightship is now in a temporary location

delicate process which took several hours to avoid

This environment designated fund safeguards

further down the marina. It was moved in September

damage during the relocation.

the Minster’s heritage for future generations and

2018 to make way for the bridge work. As it was

creates a sustainable future for the church as a

We’ll along with Hull City Council be seeking funding for

the first time in 40 years that it had been moved,

magnificent place of worship, focal point for the

the construction of an all access wet birthed docking

it attracted quite a crowd of local photographers

community and magnet for visitors.

provision through the designated funds process.

and members of the press. Moving the ship was a
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We’re delighted to see Murdoch’s
Connection open to the public
– a striking development in the
heart of the city which will benefit
businesses in the area and the
community who live, work and visit
this area of Hull.
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The construction of the bridge,
which we were please to support
through the Local Growth Fund,
will help improve traffic along the
A63, while making it easier for
pedestrians to navigate the busy
crossing and encourage visitors to
the city centre to visit the Marina

HullBID is working closely with
Highways England to ensure city
centre businesses are informed
and updated on the Castle Street
works. The iconic Murdoch’s
Connection bridge has become
a landmark, straddling one of the
city’s busiest trade routes, but
importantly it unites two distinct
areas of the city giving the
pedestrian easy and safe access
to both. The bridge will provide a
superb platform to view much of
Hull’s heritage including the 700
year old Minster and the award-

and Fruit Market area.

winning Marina.

Stephen Parnaby OBE
Chair of the Humber LEP

Kathryn Shillito
Executive Director
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