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Introduction
Welcome to the first edition of our M56 junctions 6 to 8 project newsletter. The aim of this newsletter is
to keep you informed about current motorway upgrade activities and provide you with an overview of
upcoming works.

Background
We are improving approximately 4 miles of the M56, between junction 6 near Manchester Airport and
junction 8 near Bowdon, by upgrading it to a smart motorway.
The benefits are:
 Additional capacity by converting the hard shoulder into a new lane for traffic.
 Reduced congestion and a smoother flow of traffic.
 Improved safety and more reliable journey times.
 More technology on the road to manage traffic flows and incidents.
We started main construction work on the scheme in November 2020, and we expect to complete the
work by spring 2022.

What is a smart motorway and how does it work?
A smart motorway uses technology to monitor and
control the speed and flow of motorway traffic.
By using CCTV, sensors, electronic signage
and variable speed limits, we can keep vehicles
moving more smoothly, reducing congestion on
the road.
By introducing this technology and extra safety
features, such as four new emergency areas, we can
convert the hard shoulder into a permanent running
lane providing additional capacity in both directions.

Smart motorways also help us to reduce our
environmental impact, as we do not require any
additional land which we would if we widened the
road. It is less costly than widening, and we can
complete the upgrades much quicker.
For more information about driving on a smart
motorway, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-drive-on-asmart-motorway

Carriageway – Dual

Features of a smart motorway
Technology-upgraded motorway

Junctions – Grade separated,
left hand slip lanes

4 lanes in each
direction*
Designation – M
Sign colour – Blue
No non-motorised users
and slow moving
vehicles permitted

Technology

Maximum speed limit* –
Variable up to 70mph
Traffic Officer Service
Emergency stopping
provision – Emergency areas
Diagrammatic

*Speed limit and number of lanes can vary

Progress so far
Since our public information events in January 2020, we’ve been busy preparing to start construction
work on the project. This has included:
 carrying out surveys of the existing drainage
We’ve also carried out a separate essential
 strengthening the hard shoulder and
repair scheme in the same area. This was to fix
carriageway repairs in preparation for the
a number of drainage issues we identified during
roadworks
surveys for the project. We completed this work
 clearing vegetation where required
in August.
 installing CCTV and average speed cameras
on the M56
 building our site compound

Traffic management
During the construction of the project we’ll need
to use some traffic management measures so
we can build the scheme safely. This will include
narrow lanes, a contraflow arrangement and a
reduced speed limit. Installing narrow lanes allows
us to retain three lanes of traffic during the day
time, maintaining the current capacity, while still
allowing us the safe space we need to work.

A 50mph speed limit will be in
place during the roadworks.
Reduced speed limits are
necessary for the safety of both road
users and our road workers. Roadworks create a
different environment for drivers in which reactions
and behaviour change, for that reason, a lower
speed limit is necessary.

A contraflow is a temporary arrangement where
traffic on the road is transferred from its usual
side to share the other half of the carriageway
with traffic moving in the opposite direction. The
contraflow will keep traffic moving through the
roadworks, and gives us a much bigger space to
work in. This means we can reduce the amount
of road closures we need to use, and significantly
reduce the length of time to complete the
roadworks.

We will provide a 24/7 free recovery
service throughout our roadworks, to
help any stranded vehicles that have
broken down within our work area.

Contraflow: Need to know...
Bigger
construction
areas help
finish schemes
sooner

Moving one
lane of traffic
means fewer
overnight
diversions

Temporary
barrier
between traffic
maintains
safety

Three lanes
in each
direction keeps
the same
capacity

Free
recovery
Await
rescue

Throughout the project we will need to use
occasional overnight closures of the motorway to
complete certain work activities safely. You can
sign up to receive weekly email updates about our
planned closures by emailing M56Junctions6-8@
Gallifordtry.co.uk Where possible and safe to do
so, we will limit the amount of full closures required
and carry out as much work as possible during
the day or under lane closures at night.

Environment
We cleared vegetation along the route so we
could install amphibian fencing in the work area.
The fencing is buried in the ground and has a
return at the top to make sure that Great Crested
Newts cannot enter the construction site. Once the
fencing and the traps are installed we are able to
relocate the newts to a safer environment while we
carry out our works.

MCR19_0027

GR
DIA

AM

TIC
MA

Highways England is preparing for winter
1 October marked the start of our winter season and patrols are ready across the country. Ninety-three
new state of the art gritters which will be patrolling England’s motorways and major A roads this winter.
The new gritters will improve safety for drivers and workers due to the vehicles’ improved technology,
set up and enhanced visibility. They also treat the roads at a maximum of 50 mph, 10mph faster than
earlier models.
When severe weather is forecast drivers should follow this advice:
 In snow and ice, drivers should stick to the main roads where they can and only travel if necessary drivers are also encouraged to make sure they have a snow kit in their vehicle, including an ice
scraper and de-icer, warm clothes and blankets and sunglasses to cope with the low winter sun.
 In high winds, there’s a particular risk to lorries, caravans and motorbikes, so drivers should slow
down and avoid using exposed sections of road if possible.
 In heavy rain, drivers should keep well back from the vehicle in front, gradually ease off the
accelerator if the steering becomes unresponsive, and slow down if the rain and spray from vehicles
makes it difficult to see and be seen.
 In fog, drivers should switch on their fog lights and not use lights on full beam as the fog will reflect
the light back. If you really cannot see, you should consider finding a safe place to stop until it is
safe to continue.

M6 junction 19 Improvement Scheme
We’re also carrying out an improvement scheme at junction 19 of the M6. We’re currently building a new
bridge across the junction, providing two new dedicated links between the M6 motorway and A556. In
January we’ll be lifting the bridge beams into place. To do this, we’ll need to use two full weekend closures
of the M6 motorway within the junction, in both directions. We’ll also close the A556 in both directions to
allow M6 traffic to flow freely over the roundabout. Our planned dates for these closures are the weekends
of 15-17 and 22-24 January. Visit our webpage to find out more: highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19

Contact us:
If you’d like any more information about the project, please visit our project webpage at:
highwaysengland.co.uk/M56-J6-8
If you have any questions, you can contact us on the details below:
Email: M56Junctions6-8@Gallifordtry.co.uk
Phone: 0300 123 500 (Customer Contact Centre)
Post: M56 junctions 6 to 8 Project Team, Highways England, 2 Colmore Square, Birmingham, B4 6BN
Future updates will be in the form of an e-newsletter – just one of the ways we’re helping to protect the
environment. If you haven’t already, please sign up to receive them by emailing us on the details above.
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