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View south across M6 junction 19 showing the site

Hello and welcome to the second
issue of the community newsletter for
residents local to the M6 junction 19
improvement scheme.
Construction work of the new bridge is now well
underway. We’ve been busy installing foundations
in the central reservation and carriageway verges of
the M6. Once this work is complete, we will start to
build the bridge walls to support the bridge when it
is lifted into place.
We have also started improvement work on the
roundabout and the surrounding road network, and
we’ve carried out surveys to better understand the
local drainage, utilities and streetlighting. Thank you
to everyone who has helped us with this, by sharing
information or allowing access to land. We’ve made
good progress and you will continue to see us out
and about, carrying out these activities over the
coming weeks.
At the start of June, we needed to close the
roundabout pedestrian footway. This was so we
could safely carry out surveys and maintain access

to the construction site while following COVID-19
related social distancing measures. We will continue
to open it each evening and at weekends when no
planned works are taking place.
We understand that there is never an ideal time
to carry out roadworks and that we’ve carried out
multiple road projects over recent years in this area.
These projects have been part of our continued
programme of investment in the region’s road
network. The M6 junction 19 improvement works
will further improve access to southern Manchester,
complementing recent improvements to the A556
and M6 junctions 16 to 19 smart motorway project.
We’re working closely with the M56 junctions 6 to
8 smart motorway project to make sure that there
will be no clash of work and, when closures are
required, diversion routes will not be affected.
Once again, we hope you find this newsletter useful.
We’re trying to reduce the amount of paper we use,
so if you’d prefer to read this newsletter online,
please email Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk to let
us know. Thank you to everybody who has already
signed up for digital copies.

What’s coming up?
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Most of our work so far has been taking
place in the centre of the roundabout while
we’ve been installing the foundations of the
new bridge. We will be moving onto the next
phase of works during July, which will involve
building the bridge walls and removing street
lighting from the roundabout.

foundations in the central reservation and
verges, we will start to build the bridge wall
bases. We’ll start with building the wall to the
south of the carriageway and move onto the
wall to the north of the carriageway in midAugust.

17 August – We’ll need to use overnight
full roundabout closures for one week so we
can remove street lighting and traffic signals.
We’ll keep the A556 southbound and M6
southbound entry slip road open during these
closures. The diversion route is shown on the
map (right).
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For the latest updates, visit our webpage:
highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19
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View east across M6 junction 19 showing the site

View along the M6 towards the A556 bridges
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You said, we did
Thanks to everybody who’s been in touch to find
out more about the project and to share your views.
We’re always happy to answer your questions and
discuss how we can work better for you. Here are
some of the ways that we’ve responded to resident
feedback over the last few weeks.
You told us: Residents along the A50 and A5033
got in touch to tell us about disruption caused by
the increase in traffic travelling along the diversion
route, when we first closed the roundabout in May.
What we did: After speaking with residents, it was
clear that the main disruption was being caused by
larger vehicles, such as lorries and HGVs. These
were likely travelling away from Manchester to
join the M6 South. As a result, we’ve committed
to keeping the southbound slip road onto the
M6 open, as well as a single lane around the
roundabout to the A556 where possible during
future roundabout closures.

“Thank you for your consideration.
It will be much appreciated by the
residents of Mere.”
Local resident

You told us: The closure of the right-hand turn lane
into Pickmere Lane was causing some disruption
and there were concerns about unsafe driver
behaviour at the junction.
What we did: We visited the location immediately
and removed the right-hand turn lane closure.
In the future, we’ll only close the lane during offpeak travel times when vital works are being carried
out. We’ll be installing new traffic signals as part
of this project, which will make turning into the
lane easier and safer for drivers. The new toucan
crossing will also help pedestrians to cross the
A556 more safely at this point.
You told us: A number of residents got in touch to
share their disappointment about the closure of the
roundabout footway at the beginning of June.
What we did: The footway was closed to the public
so we could carry out vital survey and ground
works and maintain access to the construction site
while following COVID-19 related social distancing
measures. We have committed to opening the
footway each evening and at weekends when no
works are being carried out and it is safe to do so.
We’ll review the closure requirement regularly.

COVID-19 Update
All construction activities continue to be assessed to ensure they are undertaken in a safe manner
that meet COVID-19 restrictions. All our teams are briefed at the start of their shift to ensure strict
social distancing guidance is adhered to. Our teams also always wear full PPE
(Personal Protective Equipment) and follow one-way paths to and from the site.

Our one-way paths system on site

A quick tour of
The foundations for the three bridge supports have now been completed.
184 reinforced concrete piles have been installed in three weeks. They will
transfer the weight of the new bridge onto the bedrock below.

Deliveries, including
reinforcement cages, arrive
at the site.

The ground either side
of the motorway has been
levelled and strengthened
to create platforms for the
cranes to sit on.

62 piles were needed
on the north and south sides
of the roundabout, with 60
in the middle.

To create a safe working area
for our teams while we build the
bridge, traffic management is in
place with narrow lanes in both
directions.

our site...
Excavator transfers the
material from the hole to a
wagon to be taken off-site
to be recycled.

The piling rig drills 90cm
diameter holes up to 12m
deep.

The crane lifts, then lowers,
a reinforcement cage into
each hole.

When the reinforcement cage
has been installed, concrete is
pumped into the hole.
To keep our people safe, traffic
passing through the 1.5km length of
roadworks is limited to 50mph.
This adds just 19 seconds to a journey
compared to travelling at 70mph.

World
Environment
Day 2020
We showed our support for World
Environment Day on 5 June by planting
flowers at the site compound. We reused
large tyres as planters and bought our
plants from the local Windmill Nurseries on
Budworth Road. A big thank you to David
for providing such beautiful flowers and a
great (socially distanced) service. We were
pleased to be able to return all 130 plant
pots back to the nursery so that they can
be reused.

Main photo and bottom left: Our 10 environmentally-friendly
planters, made out of large reused tyres, add a splash of colour
to our outdoor breakout area
Middle left photo: Customer and Stakeholder Manager Laura
Nelson and Grounds Worker Damian Owen get started planting
130 plants at our site compound

Our little
litter pickers
To mark Volunteers Week at the
beginning of June, a few members of
our team (and their little helpers) did
a socially-distanced litter-pick along
the A5033 in Knutsford. We’ll be out
and about doing more over the coming
months, so if you see us around, please
give us a wave!

How can we help
support the local
community?
If you know of a local community project or charity
that might benefit from our support, we’d love to
get involved. Please get in touch to tell us all about
it by emailing laura.nelson@ameysrm.co.uk or
call 07809 313983.
Our little litter picking volunteers did a great job

Meet the team
Jamie Carruthers
Highways England Project Manager for the M6 junction 19 improvement scheme
As project manager for Highways England, Jamie is responsible for ensuring that
the M6 junction 19 improvement scheme is delivered on time, on budget and to the
exact quality requirements. Jamie’s day-to-day tasks involve communicating with
stakeholders, procuring contractors and approving payments. He also oversees site
safety, works to minimise impact on road users and is responsible for approving the
final scheme designs.
Jamie is part of the Major Projects team for the North West Regional Investment
Programme. Having joined Highways England in August 2017, Jamie previously
worked for a local authority, where he gained experience in highways design, maintenance and project
management. Key projects included the construction of a new bridge over a railway line, building a railway
station car park, creating new business park highway infrastructure and delivering a new fire station.
Jamie said: “I really enjoy working in construction and the satisfaction that comes from seeing something
built, which you have worked on for many years. Working as a project manager is extremely varied - no
two days are ever the same. Plus, there’s lots of interaction with different people because you work closely
together as a team and rely on one another’s support, which is great.”

Contact us
To find out more about the scheme visit our webpage: highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19
If you have any questions about the scheme you can contact us on the following details:
Email: M6Junction19Improvement@highwaysengland.co.uk
Phone: 0300 123 5000 (Customer Contact Centre)
By post: M6 J19 Project Team, Highways England, 5th Floor Piccadilly Place,
Manchester, M1 3BN
If you have any concerns about the work taking place or how this is impacting you, you can contact
Laura Nelson on the following details, or leave a comment on our ‘CommonPlace’ site:
Email: Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk
Phone: 07809 313983
Commonplace: m6j19improvementscheme.commonplace.is/comments

Found this update useful?
To receive future issues of the M6 junction 19 community newsletter, please get in touch and share
your contact details so we can add you to our mailing list. Email Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk
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