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Aerial image showing the bridge beams in position.

H

ello and welcome to the fourth issue of our M6 junction 19 community newsletter. Since we last wrote
to you in November, we’ve made some big steps forward in the centre of the roundabout as our new
bridge starts to take shape.
Over two weekends in January, we lifted 36 steel
beams into position over the carriageway. This was a
significant milestone for the project and one that sees
us on track to complete the scheme as planned in
summer 2021.
With the beams safely in position, we started making
preparations to pour the concrete deck foundations
for the two new link roads. We plan to do this in
mid-April when we’ll need to close the M6 and the
A556 for around 36 hours. Find out more on page 2.
As well as constructing the bridge itself, we’ve also
been busy making improvements to the roundabout
and surrounding road network. In February, we
started nightworks in Tabley, closing the right-hand

turn into Pickmere Lane. We began with installing
the new drainage systems and will continue with the
electrical infrastructure at the beginning of April.
We thank you for your continued patience while we
complete this project and, as always, welcome your
feedback. We hope you find this update useful.
If you’d like more information, please visit our
webpage highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19
or email M6Junction19Improvement@
highwaysengland.co.uk
You can follow our progress on Facebook by
following Highways England: North-West or on
Twitter @HighwaysNWEST

What’s coming up?
For up-to-date information about planned closures and diversion routes, please visit our webpage
highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-junction-19. To sign-up for our weekly traffic management bulletin,
please email M6Junction19Improvement@highwaysengland.co.uk

April
In April, we’ll need two closures of the M6
motorway at junction 19 for around 34 hours
to pour the concrete deck on top of the bridge
beams, which we installed in January. The
closures will be in place from 8pm Friday 9 April
to 6am Sunday 11 April and 8pm Friday 16 April
to 6am Sunday 18 April. We’ll also close the A556
in both directions to allow M6 traffic to flow freely
over the roundabout, as well as the M56 exit 7
westbound slip road. These dates may change
due to unforeseen circumstances. Please check
our webpage for up-to-date information.
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In the next couple of weeks, you’ll see two new
piling rigs arrive in the centre of the roundabout.
These will soon start to create the foundations
for the wing walls of the new bridge. The wing
walls will support the fill material to complete the
through lanes either side of the new bridge in the
permanent condition.

In Tabley, we’ll continue our drainage and electrical
work, to get ready for the new traffic signals at the
junction. This work is being carried out at night,
Monday to Friday, to minimise disruption to the
travelling public. On 6 April, we’ll need to switch
off all streetlighting along the A556, from the
roundabout to the A5033 junction. The new Tabley
junction lighting will then be switched on once it’s
completed, in late summer.

May
In May, we’ll start to fill in the embankments behind
the bridge walls with stone and soil. We’ll also
continue our work on the junction in Tabley as we
install the new traffic signals.

M56 junction 6 to 8 motorway upgrade
We’re now well into construction work on the M56 junctions 6 to 8 scheme. We’ve finished our work
to remove the existing electronic signs and CCTV from the overhead structures along the eastbound
carriageway.
As we move further into spring, you’ll see increased
construction activity throughout our roadworks.
Some of the work we’ll be carrying out over the
coming months include:
 site excavation, installing foundations and
building bases for the new overhead signage
and structures
 drainage and ducting work
 installing retaining walls for the new Emergency
Areas and technology sites
 installing the new permanent safety barrier

For more information about the M56 motorway
upgrade project, visit highwaysengland.co.uk/
M56-J6-8

Your new bridge
begins to take
shape
In January, we closed the M6
junction 19 for two weekends,
to install 36 steel beams over
the carriageway. This was a key
milestone in the construction of the
new bridge.
Despite challenging weather
conditions, we successfully
installed over 1,200 tonnes of steel.
There were no reported delays on
the M6 during either weekend, and
the network was open for traffic as
planned on Monday morning.
Unfortunately, due to flooding
damage, Acton Swing Bridge
was closed. This meant that we
were unable to use our planned
diversion along the A49 for the
overnight closures. Instead, we
had to use the A50, which we
recognise was disruptive for some

residents. We apologise for the
inconvenience this caused and
thank residents for their continued
patience while we complete this
project.
To make the most of the overnight
closures on the M6, we carried out

additional routine maintenance.
The graphic below details some
of the work we did while we
had the opportunity. This has
not only improved the quality of
the network for road users but
has reduced the need for more
closures in the future.
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National Apprenticeship Week 2021
To mark National Apprenticeship Week in February,
we created a short video about the M6 junction 19
Improvement scheme. As well as a behind-the-scenes
look at the project during the beam installation in
January, we interviewed Apprentice Engineer, Aaron
Soulsby. You can find out more about Aaron and his
role in the Meet the Team feature on the back page.
The short film was shared on social media and with
Knutsford Academy students. It was also used as part
of an online work experience course, which we ran
during Spring Half Term. Aaron provided a real insight
into what it’s like being an apprentice and shared
some handy tips about applying for a role.
To view the video, visit the Amey Plc channel on
YouTube.

If you get into trouble on a
motorway – go left
Safety is our number one priority. While our roads are amongst the safest in the world, we recognise there
is always an opportunity to make journeys safer, easier and more reliable for users. We recently launched
our 2021 Breakdowns campaign, which aims to improve road users’ awareness and confidence around
what to do in the event of a breakdown on a motorway, including those without a hard shoulder.
This campaign will hopefully help you feel more capable and equipped should it happen to you.
If your vehicle has a problem, or you get into trouble on a motorway, stay calm and try to exit at the
next junction or motorway service area.
If that’s not possible:
1. Put your left indicators on.
2. Move into the left lane.
3. Enter the next emergency area, or
hard shoulder.
4. Put your hazard lights on.
5. Get behind a safety barrier where
there is one - keep well away from
moving traffic.
6. Call Highways England on 0300
123 5000, then a breakdown
provider for help.
It may be safer to stay in your vehicle
and wait for help than to get out. If you
decide it’s safer to leave, and you can
get out with any passengers, exit your
vehicle on the side furthest from traffic.
If you are unable to exit your vehicle
and get to a safe place, have stopped
in a live traffic lane or feel your life is in
danger:
1. stay in your vehicle with your
seatbelts and hazard lights on
2. call 999 immediately

Top Tips
Always carry details of your
breakdown recovery provider with
you.
Put the number of your breakdown
recovery provider and Highways
England’s into your phone.
If you see a warning light on your
vehicle dashboard, don’t ignore it,
take action before driving.

SEARCH GO LEFT

If you need help accessing this or any other
Highways England information, please call
0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Meet the team
Aaron Soulsby
AmeySRM Apprentice Engineer

Aaron is a student engineer. Having completed his HNC and HND in
Construction and the Built Environment, Aaron is currently in his third year
of university, studying for a degree in Civil Engineering. He will train for a
further three years, before completing the course.
In his role on the project, Aaron is responsible for delivering work under the
guidance of a senior engineer.
Talking about his role, Aaron says: “Day-to-day, I shadow site engineers
and help out the whole site team in any way that I can. I enjoy
being part of a project team, working together to build a
project that will be used by future generations. Watching the
job progress as we complete each stage is very pleasing.
The satisfaction and pride I feel delivering a high-profile job
like this, is second to none.”

Contact us
To find out more about the scheme visit our webpage:
If you have any questions about the scheme you can contact us on the following details:
Email: M6Junction19Improvement@highwaysengland.co.uk
Phone: 0300 123 5000 (Customer Contact Centre)
By post: M6 J19 Project Team,
Highways England,
5th Floor Piccadilly Place,
Manchester, M1 3BN

Scan this QR
code with your
smartphone to
go straight to
our webpage

If you have any concerns about the work taking place or how this
is impacting you, please contact Laura Nelson by email or by phone.
Email: Laura.Nelson@ameysrm.co.uk
Phone: 07809 313983
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