M6 junction 10
Start of work newsletter

Why we’re doing the work

What we’re doing

M6 junction 10 is of strategic importance within the
Black Country and the wider region. The congestion
at the junction affects the local community and
businesses on a daily basis, particularly during
morning and evening peak times. The congestion
includes queuing on the roundabout and the
motorway slip roads, the Black Country Route and
other roads leading to the junction.

As part of the improvement work we’ll:
 replace the two existing bridges with two new,
four-lane bridges to increase capacity
 widen the existing junction slip roads
 improve the slip roads and approaches
on the local road network
 widen the westbound A454 Black Country Route

The improvements will ease congestion and
reduce journey times for the thousands of drivers
who use it every day.

Work will start in February and we expect to complete it by spring 2022.

What are the benefits?
1. Provide a freer flowing network by:
 reducing congestion on the A454 (Black
Country Route and Wolverhampton Road)
and other roads linking to the junction
 reducing ‘rat-running’ traffic on nearby routes
 reducing queuing on the motorway slip roads
2. Support economic growth by:
 improving access to the strategic
road network
 attracting new business and
development to the area
 improving links to nearby Enterprise Zone
sites and other development sites
3. Provide a safe and maintainable network by:
 replacing the bridges, avoiding major
disruptive maintenance work in the future
 improving conditions for cyclists,
pedestrians and horse-riders for crossing
the junction safely

Existing layout

New layout

Roadworks
We recognise that there’s never a good time to
carry out such significant improvement work at
this busy location. Please be assured that we’ll
work hard to complete this work as quickly
and as safely as possible.
In February 2020 we’ll start removing and
trimming back vegetation to create the space
needed to safely complete the work. We’ll
also carry out work to prepare the ground,
which is expected to complete in spring 2020.
Following this, we’ll start construction to widen
the junction in summer 2020.
We’ve carefully planned the work to keep the
junction open during the construction period.

On the local roads like the A454 and B4464, we’ll
maintain the existing number of lanes during the
day to keep the traffic flowing. We’ll need some
lane closures to complete the work, we’ll do this
overnight when there are fewer vehicles on the
road to minimise disruption.
In early February 2020, we’ll close lane 1 of the M6
in both directions through junction 10. We’ll also
put a 60mph speed limit in place for the safety of
motorists and workers. Lane 1 will be closed for
the duration of the works, the other three lanes
will remain open during daytime hours to keep
traffic flowing. We’ll also need some overnight
lane closures on the slip roads at junction 10, and
occasional overnight lane closures on the M6.

During the work, we’ll have free recovery in place
around the junction to safely assist and clear any
vehicles that may break down within the
scheme boundary.
The existing bridges will remain open to traffic
until we have built the new ones. Once ready, we’ll
switch traffic onto the new bridges and remove the
existing ones. We’ll keep you updated about any
planned closures and restrictions in advance.
This project is being delivered through a
partnership of Highways England and Walsall
Council. It is jointly funded by Highways England,
Walsall Council and the Local Growth Fund
provided by the Black Country Local Enterprise
Partnership, part of the Midlands Engine.

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Contact us
For further information about this scheme,
or to receive electronic versions of this and
future newsletters, please contact the
Highways England project team:
Telephone:
0300 123 5000
Email:
M6junction10improvement@
highwaysengland.co.uk
Visit our webpage:
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/
m6-junction-10-improvement

© Crown copyright 2020.
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence.
To view this licence: visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2020 OS 100030649.
You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data.
You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.
This document is also available on our website at www.highways.gov.uk.
For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.co.uk or call 0300 123 5000*.
Please quote the Highways England publications code PR25/20.
Highways England Creative job number BHM19_0385
*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes
in the same way as 01 and 02 calls. These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone.
Calls may be recorded or monitored.
Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources.
Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ.
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363

